
















































































































































































































































































































































Cockade - rosette of national colours worn
on head-dress.

Coehorn (also Coehoorn) - mortar named
after its designer.

Coffret (F) - ammunition-chest.
Cohort (F) - formation of National Guard

(orig. Roman).
Colback (also colpack) (F) - fur hussar cap.
Colour-sergeant - British senior N.C.O. rank

instituted 18 13.
Commissaire ordinaire (F) - assistant­

commissary.
Commissaire ordonnateur (F) - commissary­

in-chief.
Commissary - supply-officer.
Company - small unit of infantry, cavalry

or artillery.
Conducteur (F) - artillery-driver.
Cordon (orig. F) - rounded coping-stones

surmounting a revetment.
Cornet - cavalry second-lieutenant.
Corps - a) tactical unit comprising several

divisions; b) term used to indicate any unit
of troops from detached companies up to
brigade.

Corps d'observation (F) - detached formation
protecting lines of communication, watch­
ing enemy, etc.

Cossack (R) - generic term for Caucasian
irregular cavalry; from Turkish 'quzzaq' ==
freebooter.

Counterscarp - slope or retaining-wall on
outer side of a ditch.

Countersign - password.
Covered way (also covert-way) - infantry fire­

step along a ditch.
Crapaud - British nickname for French

soldiers.
Cravat (F) - a) swatch of material on top of

a standard-pole; b) pompom encircling a
sword-blade at the juncture of blade and
hilt.

Crochet (F) - miniature parallel trench.
Crownwork - fortification composed of two

small bastions with two long branches at
either side.

Cuirass (F) - breastplate.
Cuirassier (F) - armoured heavy cavalry.
Czapka (also Czapska, Shapska, Tchapka,

etc.) (Pol.) - square-topped cap.

Degen (G) - straight-bladed infantry sword.

Demi-brigade (F) - unit comprised of part­
regulars and part-volunteers.

Demi-Iune (F) - see 'ravelin'.
Dents de loup (F) - cloth 'wolf-teeth' edging

to a shabraque.
Desagulier - light fieldpiece named after

designer.
Detachments - (as in Btn ofD-.): composite

unit formed of stragglers.
Diechselpferd (G) - wheel-horse.
Dispart - Half the difference between the

diameter of a gun-barrel at the base-ring
and at the swell of the muzzle; generally
I/S6th of the length.

Division - a) tactical formation of several
brigades; b) two companies of a battalion,
drawn up in line, three ranks deep; c) two
fieldpieces with attendant vehicles; d)
section of General Staff.

Dolman - tail-less, braided jacket.
Dolphin - lifting-handle on a cannon-barrel.
Draft - system of breaking up a unit, trans-

ferring personnel to other corps.
Dragon (F) - dragoon.
Dragoon - medium cavalry; orig. mounted

infantry.
Dragoon Guard - British heavy cavalry.
Dumpling - short-barrelled pistol.

Eclaireur (F) - cavalry-scout.
Ecoute (orig. F) - small mine-gallery.
Embrasure - opening in a parapet to allow

gunfire through the wall.
Enceinte (F) - fortress-wall or perimeter.
Enfilade - fire from a flank, raking the

entire length of the formation.
Ensign - infantry second-lieutenant.
Envelope - continuous enceinte.
Epaulement (orig. F) - breastwork.
Esplanade - open s·pace between a citadel

and the nearest buildings.
Espontoon - see 'spontoon'.
Etat-Major (F) - staff.
Evolution - drill-movement.
Expense magazine - small magazine placed

near a battery.

Facings - coloured distinctions on a uniform
(collar, cuffs, etc.).

Fahnentrager (G) - infantry colour-bearer.
Fahnrich (G) - aspirant officer serving in

the ranks.
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Fantassin (F) - infantryman.
Farrier - cavalry pioneer or one who cares for

unit's horses.
Faschinenmesser (G) - bill-hook or machete.
Fascine - bundle of brushwood used in

fortification.
Fausse-braye (orig. F) - low outer rampart,

usually earthen.
Feld Lazaretten (G) - field hospital.
Feldmiitze (G) - field-cap.
Feld-Postillione (G) - courier.
Felloe (also Felly) - curved wooden segment

forming part of the outer ring of an
artillery wheel.

Fencible - home-defence unit corresponding
to regular army.

Fermelet (F) - mameluke waistcoat.
Feuerwerker (G) - artillery N.C.O.
Feuerwerkscompagnie (G) - artillery rocket-

corps (Austrian).
Fire Ball - illumination device comprising

rosin, sulphur, alum powder, starch, salt­
petre, mealed powder and linseed oil.

Firelock - flintlock musket.
Fixed ammunition - artillery projectile with

wooden 'sabot' affixed.
Flank company - grenadiers and light infantry

of a line battalion.
Flanquers (F) - light infantry, particularly

of Middle Guard.
Fleche (F) - lit. arrow; arrow-shaped earth-

works.
Fliegendes Lazarett (G) - mobile hospital.
Fliigel-Adjutant (G) - A.D.C.
Fliigelhorn (G) - hunting-horn.
Fliigelmiitze (G) - mirliton cap.
Fly - rapidly-moving infantry waggon.
Flying artillery - horse-artillery.
Fore-and-aft - method of wearing a bicorn

hat with corners at back and front.
Foreign corps - all non-British units of British

army.
Forlorn hope - first storming-party into a

breach.
Fourgon (F) - heavy transport-waggon.
Fourrier (F) cavalry quartermaster-

sergeant.
Fraises (orig. F) - storm-poles.
Freikorps (G) - independent companies.
Freiwilligenjager (G) - rifle companies of

middle-class volunteers serving as N. C. 0
and officer-training units.

Frizzen - part of a flintlock from which the
flint strikes sparks.

Frog - leather belt-fitting from which a
scabbard is suspended.

Fugelman - (G., lit. 'file-leader'): a soldier
who stood in front of a company during
drill, from whom the others took their time.

Fuhrwesen (G) - train.
Furniture - metal fittings on a musket.
Fusil - light musket (F) any musket.
Fusil depareille (F) - Republican term

describing a composite musket made from
spare bits of marty different patterns.

Fusil d'honneur (F) - presentation-musket
awarded for outstanding service.

Fusilier - (F) line infantry 'centre' company;
(G) as before or light infantry; (B) title of
three line regiments (7th, 21st & 23rd),
orig. one armed with a fusil.

Fusiliers-Chasseurs (F) - unit .of Imperial
Guard infantry. .

Fusiliers-Grenadiers (F) - unit of Imperial
Guard infantry.

Gabion (orig. F) - earth-filled wickerwork
basket used in fortification.

Gabion farci (F) - gabion rolled in front of
a sapper to shield him from enemy fire.

Gala (G) - 'gala uniform' = parade-dress.
Gallery - largest type of mine-tunnel.
Galloper - light, shafted fieldpiece without a

limber.
Garde du Corps (G) - French term used by

many German armies for heavy bodyguard
cavalry.

Gardes d'honneur (F) - light bodyguard
cavalry; also escort units of individual
cities.

Garland - wooden framework to hold round­
shot in a neat pile.

Gendarme (F) - orig. any armed man, but
by this time 'implying troops engaged in
security or provost role.

General de Brigade, de Division, etc. (F) ­
General of Brigade, Division, etc.; title
not automatically accorded to commanders
of these formations.

Generalquartiermeister (G) - chief of staff.
Glacis (orig. F) - slope descending from a

fortification.
Goddam (F) - French nickname given to

British troops from their constant use of
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that expression; dates from Hundred Years
War.

Gorget (orig. F) - decorative crescent-shaped
plaque worn by officers around the neck;
symbol of commissioned rank and a relic of
medieval armour.

Grand-Quartier-General (F) - general head­
quarters.

Grasshoppers (F) - French nickname given
to British riflemen.

Grenadier - elite infantry, orig. those armed
with hand grenades.

Grenadier a Cheval (F) - Imperial Guard
Horse Grenadier.

Grognard (F) - lit. 'grumbler'; nickname of
French Guard infantry.

Grosse-bottes (F) - lit. 'big boots'; nickname
of French Guard Horse Grenadiers.

Guard ('Garde' F & G) - orig. royal body­
guard; term implied veteran elite troops.

Guerite (orig. F) - sentry-box sited on
ramparts; loosely applied to sentry-boxes in
general.

Guerrilla (S) - irregular patriot-fighter.
Guides (F) - light cavalry, orig. escorts.
Guidon (orig. F) - cavalry standard.
Gun-metal - usually described 'brass' guns,

generally eight to ten parts tin to 100 parts
copper.

Habit-veste (F) - jacket.
Halberd - pole-arm with axe-head used by

colour-escorts of some armies.
Half-brigade - (F) see 'demi-brigade'; (B)

half an artillery battery.
Half-moon - see 'demi-Iune'.
Half-pay - an officer receiving half-pay was

one who held a commission but had no
employment.

Handicraft - enlisted man employed in a
trade, e.g. regimental cobbler.

Handlanger (G) - artillery labourer.
Handspike - lever used to manoeuvre a

cannon.
Handwerker (G) - artillery artificer.
Hat company - 'battalion company', i.e. those

wearing hats, not flank company head-dress
(grenadier bearskins or light infantry caps).

Haversack - fabric bag used for carrying food,
etc.

Helmet-cap - usually applied to a fur-crested
'round hat' made to resemble a 'Tarleton'.

Hessian boots - decorative boots, below knee­
length, often trimmed with lace.

Hetman (R) - cossack general.
Hirschfanger (G) - wide-bladed, machete­

like sword.
Hornwork - fortification consisting of a

bastion front and two branches at the sides.
Horse - cavalry (archaic).
Housings - horse-furniture.
Howitzer - short-barrelled cannon designed

for high-angle fire.
Hussar (B) ('Hussard' F, 'Husar' G) - light

cavalry, styled on Hungarian light horse.

Infirmier-brancardier (F) - stretcher-bearer.
Insurrection (G) - Hungarian and Croation

home-defence organizations.
Intendant (F) - commissary.
Invalids - soldiers unfit for active service,

used for garrison duty.

Jager (G) - lit. 'huntsman'; light troops.
Jager zu Fuss (G) - light infantry.
Jager zu Pferd (G) - light cavalry, mounted

rifles.
Jingling Johnny - musical instrument com­

prising bells hung from an ornamental pole.
'Junta' forces (S) - regiments raised by

authority of provisional regional govern­
ments in Spain during Peninsular War.

Kalmuk (also kalmuck, calmuk, etc.) (R) ­
Asiatic light cavalry.

Kasket (G) - helmet; usually applied to
leather helmets (excluding shakos).

Kiwer (R) - concave-topped shako adopted
by Russia in 1812.

Knapsack - infantry pack.
Kollet (G) - short-tailed tunic.
Konfederatka (Pol.) - early type of czapka.
Krankentrager (G) - stretcher-bearer.
Kriimper (G) - Prussian reservist trained in

1808-12 period.
Kurtka (Pol.) - lancer-jacket.

Laboratory - room (in fortress) or tent (in
field) where powder was made up into
cartridges.

Lancer (F 'lancier') -light cavalryman armed
with a lance.

Landsturm (G) - home-defence militia.
Landwehr (G) - second-line 'levee en masse'

or militia.
Legion (F 'legion') - orig. a self-contained
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unit comprising infantry, cavalry, artillery,
transport etc.; term often used indis­
criminately but some examples of original
use in Napoleonic Wars - e.g. Brunswick
'Black Legion', etc.

Leib (G) - Lifeguard or Guard unit (e.g.
'Leib-Battalion' etc.).

Lentille (F) flat woollen disc worn on shako
instead of pompom.

Levee en masse (orig. F) - mass-conscription.
Light Bobs - British nickname for light

infantry.
Light dragoons - light cavalry.
Light infantry (F 'infanterie legere') - orig.

fast-moving skirmishers, but in practice
sometimes little different from line troops.

Limber - two-wheeled carriage connecting
cannon with gun-team.

Line - term describing ordinary infantry,
cavalry etc.; meaning 'infantry of the line
of battle', etc.

Linstock (also linkstock) - pike holding slow­
match.

Litewka (G) - thigh-length tunic.
Local Militia - British . part-time home­

defence force formed 1808.
Loophole - small hole punched in a wall to

allow defenders to fire through.
Lunette (orig. F) - a) triangular fortification

on or beyond a glacis; b) small fortification
sited to one side of a ravelin.

Magazine - a) storage-place for munitions;
b) supplementary container for musket­
ammunition carried by the individual
soldier.

Mameluke - Egyptian cavalry, some in­
corporated in the French Imperial Guard.

Mantlet - wheeled wooden screen protecting
the diggers at the head of a sap.

Mine - a) subterranean gallery in which an
explosive charge was placed to bring down
a fortification; b) the explosive charge
required to accomplish (a).

Marechal de Camp (F) - major-general.
Marechal-des-Iogis (F) - senior N.C.O.

(quartermaster).
Marie-Louises (F) - nickname for young

conscripts of the 1813-14 period.
Marine (F 'marin') - troops raised for service

aboard ship.

Match - impregnated burning-cord for
igniting cannon, etc.

Match-case - metal cylinder worn on
grenadiers' cross-belts, orig. to ignite hand­
grenades; purely decorative by this period.

Marquis - large tent, now 'marquee'.
Masse de manoeuvre (F) - part of French

army entrusted with enveloping attacks.
Masse primaire (F) - main part of French

army engaged in main theatre of battle.
Masse secondaire (F) - secondary part of

French army engaged in subsidiary sector
of battle.

MerIon - solid parapet between two em­
brasures.

Military shoe - term describing footwear
which even James' 'Regimental Com­
panion' (1804) was 'at a loss to understand';
probably alluded to shape.

Militia - home-defence force.
Mirliton (F) - hussar-cap with flying 'wing'.
Mother Shipton - British tall 'round hat'

named after famous Yorkshire witch.
Music - regimental band.
Musketeer (G) - 'centre' companies of line

infantry.
Musketoon - light musket.

National Guard (F 'Garde Nationale') -
home-defence units.

Nid d'hirondelles (F) - see 'swallows' nest'.
Necessaries - issued items of personal kit.
Normal (G) - title given to units formed

from selected personnel.

Oberjager (G) - Jager N.C.O.
Old Trousers - British nickname for the

French drum-call 'Pas de Charge'.
Opolchenie (R) - militia.
Ordenanca (Port.) - levee en masse militia.
Ordinar (G) - term describing field batteries.
Ordre mixte (F) - attack-formation com-

prising both columns and lines.
Ouvriers (F) - artisans, labour battns.

Palisade - fence of pointed wooden stakes.
Pallasch (G) - straight-bladed heavy cavalry

sabre.
Parados - a rearward parapet.
Parallel - siege-trench running parallel to

enemy fortifications.
Parapet - wall or earthen bank on the forward
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edge of a fortification or siege-work,
protecting troops behind.

Park - artillery reserve.
Parole - a) system of releasing prisoners of

war; b) password.
Partida (S) - guerrilla band; regularized

strength from 2 Dec. 1808 of 100 infantry
or fifty cavalry, a regulation generally dis­
regarded.

Partisan - guerrilla.
Pelisse (orig. F) - furred hussar jacket; also

applied to officers' braided frock-coats.
Peloton (F) - platoon.
Pennon - lance-flag.
Petard - explosive device for blowing in a

door; almost redundant by this time.
Petit Quartier General (F) -lit. 'small H.Q.':

staff which accompanied Napoleon when­
ever he went on horseback.

Pickers - wire needle used for clearing musket
touch-hole.

Piece - any cannon (orig. 'fieldpiece').
Pioneer (F 'pionier') - regimental artificer

or carpenter.
Piquet (also 'picquet') - infantry outpost or

sentinel.
Place of Arms - enlargement of covered way

of a fortress where troops could be
assembled for sorties.

Plastron - coloured chest-panel on a jacket.
Pokalem (F) - undress-cap worn 1812-15.

Pomatum - hair-dressing.
Pontonier (F) - pontoon-constructor.
Pontoon - mobile bridge of boats.
Porte-Aigle (F) - colour-bearer.
Post - outpost, sentinel.
Prepared ammunition - ball and propellant

in a cartridge.
Present - to 'present' (fire) = to take aim.
Prolonge (F) - rope attaching cannon to team

to obviate repeated unlimbering.
Provisional Cavalry - similar to British

Fencible Cavalry.
Provisional regiments - composite units

formed from detachments.
Pupilles (F) - cadets.

Queue - a) pigtail-hairstyle; b) tobacco-plug
shaped like a queue.

Quoin - wooden block used for elevating
a cannon-barrel.

Rampart - earthen or masonry wall forming
main part of fortress-defence.

Rangers - orig. describing fast-moving light
infantry.

Raquettes (F) - 'flounders' or knots on end of
cap-cords.

Raupenhelm (G) - crested helmet, e.g.
Bavarian.

Ravelin (also raveline) - triangular detached
fortification in front of a fortress-wall.

Redan - 'V'-shaped fortification.
Redoubt - detached fortification, or a redan

placed in a bastion.
Reinforces - reinforcing-bands on a cannon-

barrel.
Retrenchment - interior defence of a fortress.
Revetment - retaining-wall of a fortification.
Rifles - infantry armed with rifled muskets.
Roller - neck-cloth.
Rotte (G) - basic three-man unit for cavalry

manoeuvre.
Round hat - short 'topper', often with wide

or turned-up brim.
Running ball - musket-charge without

wadding.

Sabot - wooden shoe on 'fixed ammunition'.
Sabre - cavalry sword; (F) a cavalryman,

e.g. 'a regiment of 800 sabres'.
Sabretache - decorated leather case hung

from sword-belt.
Sap - narrow siege-trench.
Sap faggot - eight-inch thick fascine, three

feet long.
Sap roller - see 'gabion farci'.
Sapper - orig. one who dug saps; later generic

term for engineer.
Saucissons (F) - lit. 'sausages': long, thin

fascines ..
Scarp - outer slope of a rampart.
Schirmiitze (G) - peaked cloth cap.
Schiitzen (G) - riflemen.
Sea Fencibles - British home-defence naval

volunteers based in sea-ports.
Sentinel (also 'centinel') - sentry; also archaic

term for private soldier.
Serpent - woodwind musical instrument.
Shabraque - ornamental horse-furniture.
Shako (also 'chaco') - cylindrical head-dress,

peaked.
Shell-jacket - orig. a sleeveless over-jacket.



Shoulder-knot - early term for epaulette or
fringed shoulder-strap.

Shoulder-scale - epaulette constructed of
overlapping metal scales.

Slow-match - see 'match'.
Spadroon - light, straight-bladed sword.
Spatterdash - long gaiters.
Spencer (F) - short-tailed jacket.
Spontoon - short or half-pike.
Stamm-regiment (G) - regular unit acting as

depot or cadre for reserve regiment.
Standartentrager (G) - cavalry standard­

bearer.
Steel - frizzen.
Stock - leather or fabric strip worn around

the neck.
Storm-poles - palisade planted on a scarp,

projecting horizontally or slightly down­
wards.

Stovepipe - cylindrical shako.
Subdivision - British artillery formation: one

gun, crew and waggon.
Substitute - militiamen paid to serve in place

of one selected by ballot.
Suffocating Pots - sulphur/nitre composition,

when ignited causing distress to the enemy,
or used for fumigation.

Sugar-loaf - any tall, cylindrical head-dress ­
'round hat' or shako.

Suprevest (F) - cloth 'over-jacket' cut in the
shape of a cuirass, worn by German and
Russian bodyguard units.

Swallows' nest - large 'wing' enveloping top
of shoulder.

Sweeps - nickname of British 95th Rifles.

Tambour (F) - a) a drum; b) a drummer;
c) a small, palisaded fortification.

Tarleton - fur-crested leather helmet, named
after General Banastre Tarleton.

Tartar (R) - Asiatic light cavalry.
Tenaille (orig. F) - small fortification in a

ditch in front of a wall.
Tenaillon (orig. F) - small fortification on

one side of a ravelin.
Tenue de route (F) - marching-order.
Terreplein (orig. F) - wide upper part of a

rampart.
Tete de colonne (F) - lit. 'head of column':

term describing colour-party, musicians,
pioneers etc.

Timonier (F) - wheel-horse.

Tin helmet - lightweight, tropical cavalry
helmet.

Tirailleur (F) - sharpshooter.
Tirailleur-grenadier (F) - Imperial Guard

light infahtry.
Toise (F) - old French unit of measurement,

= 6.395 English feet; used for measuring
fortifications.

Toug (F) - mameluke standard - horsehair
tail on a pole.

Tow Rows - British nickname for grenadiers.
Train - troops responsible for driving trans­

port, artillery etc.
Trench fascine - fascine from four to six

feet long, four to nine inches thick.
Triangle - framework constructed from

spontoons to which a prisoner was tied for
flogging.

Trou de loup (F) - see 'wolf pit' .
Trucks - small, solid artillery-carriage

wheels.
Trunnions - lugs projecting from a cannon­

barrel, fitting on to the carriage.
Truppentrain (G) - train detachments

assigned to line units.
Turban - ornamental cloth strip around a

helmet.
Turkish bells - Jingling Johnny.
Turkish music - musical instruments of

oriental origin - jingling johnny, cymbals,
tambourine, kettle-drum etc.

Turnback - turned-back section of coat-tail.

Uhlan (G) -lancer (orig. Turkish 'oghlan' =
'child').

Unicorn - light Russian howitzer (also
'licorn').

Unlaced - an 'unlaced' regiment was one of
which the officers' uniforms had no
metallic lace decoration.

Vandyke (also 'vandyck') - zigzag lace edge
along a shabraque, etc.

Vedette - cavalry scout.
Velite (F) - trainees; light infantry (orig.

Roman light troops).
Vent - touch-hole in a cannon-barrel.
Veterans - old or semi-invalid soldiers fit only

for garrison duty except in emergencies.
Vivandiere (F) - female sutleress.
Voisko (R) - cossack tribal regiment.
Volley-gun - multi-barrelled firearm, all

chambers igniting simultaneously.



Voltigeur (F) - lit. 'vaulter'; light infantry
companies of line battalions.

Volunteers - a) part-time home-defence
troops; b) young men serving as enlisted
men in hope of winning a commission.

Wachtmeister (G) - artillery or cavalry
sergeant-major.

Wadmiltilt - waterproof tarpaulin made of
woollen material, retaining natural oils of
sheep.

Waldhorn (G) - hunting-horn.
Wall-piece - large-calibre musket mounted

on fortress-wall (F 'mousquet achevalet').
Waterdeck - waterproof, painted canvas

saddle-cover.
Water fascine - fascine six feet long, one to

two feet thick, weighted with stone to make
it sink into wet or marshy ground.

Watering-cap - cylindrical shako (usually
with folding peak) worn by cavalry in
undress.

White Light - see 'Chinese light'.
Wing - shell-like epaulette worn by flank

companies and light cavalry.
Wolf-pit - cone-shaped pit used as anti­

personnel trap, usually' six feet deep and
four to five feet wide at the surface.

Wolf-teeth - zigzag cloth edge to a shabraque.
Worm - corkscrew-device for extracting

unfired charge from barrel.
Wurst Wagen (G) - lit. 'sausage-waggon';

artillery transport or caisson with padded
seat on top.

Yalek (F) - mameluke jacket.
Yeomanry - British volunteer cavalry.

Zigzags - approach-trenches in siege-works.
Zimmermann (G) - pioneer.
Ziig (G) - platoon.
Ziigfiihrer (G) - file-leader.
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