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THE TURBULENT EPOCH

Bartosz Kontny, Magdalena Natuniewicz-Sekuła

The late grave from the Wielbark culture cemetery at Weklice, Elbląg com., site 7

The long-term research led by Prof. J. Okulicz-Kozaryn at the biritual cemetery at Weklice1, 
site 7, Elbląg commune, produced extremely interesting finds, shedding a new light on Wielbark cul-
ture issues concerning among the others cultural connections, a burial rite and a chronology (Oku-
licz-Kozaryn 1991, 1992a, 1992b; Bursche, Okulicz-Kozaryn 1999; Kontny, Natuniewicz-Sekuła 2004; 
Natuniewicz-Sekuła 2005; Natuniewicz-Sekuła, Okulicz-Kozaryn 2006). As a result of the excava-
tions carried out until 2007 and together with the graves discovered before World War II, 529 features 
were registered, including: 481 graves, with both cremation and skeleton burials, richly furnished 
and with highly diversified forms of burial ceremonies. The preliminary chronology of the cemetery 
has embraced so far five stages of its development (I-V), starting from the beginning of phase B1 until 
phase C2. Actually the above view should be changed: the establishment of the final, later stage is 
needed what results from an analysis of grave 357. We discuss the problem herein. 

Urn grave no 357 was spotted at the depth 0,6 m. At that depth the upper part of the cracked 
urn (fig. 1: 5) appeared. The urn was filled with charred bones. Among the cremated bones there 
were found: a bronze belt buckle (fig. 1: 2), fragment of a silver wire (fig. 1: 3) and a melted glass bead 
(fig. 1: 4). There were no definite pit outline spotted: the urn was placed in yellow sandy soil mixed 
with reddish firm clay and iron oxide hardpan. Single burnt bones and pieces of pottery as well as 
single stone (diameter ca. 20 cm) were scattered nearby. At the distance of 1,5 m to the southeast 
form urn a bronze strongly burnt fibula was found. In this direction there were no others cremations 
graves or their remains in the vicinity, the brooch should be most probably joined with the furnishing 
of grave 357. The elements of the grave equipment show traces of a heat from the funeral pyre – a few 
were partly melted. The structure of the grave had been disturbed what is proved by the position of 
the fibula but also due to the fact that the urn survived only partly: its upper part was damaged and 
the vessel was visibly lopsided to the south (downhill).
Contents of the grave:
1. The bronze crossbow brooch, so called Raupenfibel, close to type Almgren 171 (1923), strongly  
    burnt, the foot not preserved. Dimensions: height 4,7 cm; width of the spring 3,2 cm (fig. 1: 1).
2. The bronze belt buckle with an unipartite, oval, thickened frame, triangular in the cross-section 
    and a delicate flat spike, bent on its end. The form is close to type H 11 after R. Madyda-Legutko  
    (1987). Dimensions: length 2,2 cm; width 4,2 cm (fig. 1: 2).
3. The silver wire, arched in shape of an irregular bow, partly melted. It represents a fragment of 
     an object of undetermined function; it could possibly be a ring of type 15 or 16 after Ch. Beckmann  
    (1969). Dimensions: 6,7 cm in circumference (fig. 1: 3).

	 1 Systematic excavations at the cemetery had been carried out by Prof. J. Okulicz-Kozaryn and Prof. Ł. Okulicz-
-Kozaryn in the period of 1984-1998. After a few years break further research at the site started in 2003. They were led by 
M. Natuniewicz-Sekuła from the Institute of Archaeology and Ethnology Polish Academy of Sciences whit cooperation 
of B. Kontny from the Institute of Archaeology University of Warsaw. The latter stage of field researches has lasted until 
this day and there are no prospects for finishing it in the nearest future.



106

4. The glass, flat-convex bead of light-green colour; transparent, partly melted. It belongs to group II, 
    type 42b after M. Tempelmann-Mączyńska (1985). Dimensions: diameter 2,8 cm; height 1,3 cm (fig.  
    1: 4).
5. The clay vessel (an urn), preserved partially. Its surface is of light-reddish-brown up to dark-
    brown colour. The urn differs from the remaining clay vessels from Weklice cemetery because of  
   a high quality of baking. Its structure is durable; small grains of a sand temper has been traced.  
    The vessel was fired in oxidizing atmosphere. It is ornamented with grooved lines. They create 9  
       horizontally grooves in its upper part. At the level just above a curvature of the body, horizontal lines  
       are divided by two groups of shorter, vertical deep grooves. The lower part of the body is covered by  

Fig. 1. Weklice, site 7, Elbląg com., grave no 357. Plan of the grave with elements of its equipment. 1-2: bronze; 3: silver; 4: glass; 
5: clay (drawn by M. Natuniewicz-Sekuła; E. Pazyna).

Bartosz Kontny, Magdalena Natuniewicz-Sekuła
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     a dense net of oblique grooves crossing at 45˚ angle, what creates a rhomboidal pattern. The surface  
    of the vessel is slightly polished in between the ornamental grooves. In the area of the upper part  
    of the body and the cylindrical neck, the remains of a handle survived. Typologically it is close to  
     vases of group IVA after R. Wołągiewicz (1993). Dimensions: height 24,6 cm; rim diameter 17,5 cm;  
    bottom diameter 10 cm (fig. 1: 5).
	 Anthropological analysis: a sex and an age are not described as the charred bones have been lost.

As refers to the chronology of the grave we have to base on two basic elements that may 
serve as chronological indicators, i.e. the fibula and the buckle. The brooch – a form called Raupenfibel 
(Blume 1912, p. 40) – is described in the O. Almgren’s typology (1923) as type 171, collected in the 
group VI. Lately M. Tuszyńska (1988) proposed an internal classification of such kind of brooches. 
According to her attempt the two main series of such specimens were distinguished (I – without any 
plates or knobs on fibulas’ heads and II – with knobs or plates located there) with further variants. 
Moreover they were divided into two general groups (A and B), according to the differentiation of 
an ornament on a bow2. The biggest concentration of Raupenfibeln was registered in the Lower Vis-
tula basin (Tuszyńska 1988, fig. 1, p. 178). They determine the youngest chronological stage of the 
Wielbark culture. It is usually stated, that they are chronological indicators of the beginning of phase 
D (Wołągiewicz 1987, p. 179)3. Because of the impoverishment of graves assemblages, typical of the 
late stages of the Wielbark culture, that chronological section is clearly distinguished in archaeo-
logical materials only exclusively (Godłowski 1974, p. 45; 1981, p. 67-68). Instead the coexistence of 
chronological indicators of the Late Roman Period (C3) and early stage of the Early Migration Period 
(D1) was frequently stated (see e.g. Wołągiewicz 1987, p. 179; Godłowski 1974, p. 46). Further studies 
of graves with Raupenfibeln would be surely helpful to divide between both chronological sections.

As far as we know the oldest graves with such brooches from territory of Wielbark culture 
are known from the estuary of Vistula river, e.g. Pruszcz Gdański, Pruszcz Gdański com., site 7, 
grave 129 (Pietrzak, Tuszyńska 1988, pl. 369) that included among the others two identical Raupen-
fibeln type I.2 and a bronze brooch type 168 after O. Almgren (1923). Then we may enumerate grave 
238 from this necropolis, with Raupenfibel type I.1, four brooches type A.168 and a bronze buckle 
with semicircular thickened frame (Pietrzak, Tuszyńska 1988, pl. 371). Those elements of the graves 
furnishing let us to date both burials to the late stage of phase C2 or – as M. Tuszyńska suggested 
– to phase C2/C3 (Tuszyńska 1988, p. 181-183). Some scholars proposed a dating of the particular 
assemblages with Raupenfibeln to phases C2-C3, see: Cecele, Siemiatycze com., grave 100B (together 
i.a. with a belt buckle close to type Madyda-Legutko H 11)4 and grave 373 (Jaskanis 1996, p. 24, 52; 
pl. XV: 100B/1, XLIV: 373/1) – the latter without any other dating elements, or “clear” phase C3, see: 
Niedanowo, Kozłowo com., grave 601 (Ziemlińska-Odojowa 1999, p. 103, pl. CCXII: 601/1). From 
the other side, J. Andrzejowski – having no other dating element than beads type 499b after M. 
Tempelmann-Mączyńska (1985) – dates the specimen from the Wielbark culture cemetery at Modła, 
Mława com., grave 190 to phases C3-D (Andrzejowski 2006, p. 24-25, fig. 12: 1-4). To the examples 
dated solely to phase D one may count a grave 439 from the cemetery at Nowy Targ, Stary Targ com., 

	 2 The catalogue of M. Tuszyńska, embracing 16 examples from the Wielbark culture should be supplemented with 
the new finds. It is beyond our grasp to present the full list of them herein, but one may enumerate here specimens from: 
Weklice, Elbląg com., grave 357; Modła, Mława com., grave 190 (Andrzejowski 2006, p. 24-25, fig. 12) and Tumiany, Barczewo 
com. The last mentioned brooch was found on the settlement at Tumiany in 2005 (we would like to express our gratitude to 
the author of the excavations: M. Wyczółkowski M.A. from the Institute of Archaeology and Ethnology, Polish Academy of 
Sciences for letting us to mention those unpublished materials).
	 3 The single, loose find known from the Dębczyno group, documented at Borkowice, Będzino com. is dated in the 
same way, basing on the Wielbark culture finds (Eggers, Stary 2001, p. 151, pl. 388; Machajewski 1992, p. 31, pl. XXXVI: 14).
	 4 It was described by the author of the publication as an example of type H 13 (Jaskanis 1996, p. 24) but that’s im-
probable because of its size, too small to comply with the requirements of type H 13 (see Madyda-Legutko 1987, p. 63-65).

The late grave from the Wielbark culture cemetery at Weklice, Elbląg com., site 7
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site VI where together with a Raupenfibel, a buckle with thickened frame was discovered (Tuszyńska 
1988, p. 182, fig. 4: 2). The latter is close to type H 28 after R. Madyda-Legutko which is dated to the 
Early Migration Period (Madyda-Legutko 1987, p. 67-68). As a result, basing on the above data we 
cannot set the chronology of the Raupenfibel from Weklice more precisely then phases C2/C3-D5.

The chronology of belt buckles type H 11 after R. Madyda-Legutko also could not be nar-
rowed to a particular chronological stage. It was a common interregional form but the earliest ex-
amples are known from the Elbian circle, where their existence is confirmed already for the end 
of phase C1, although they lasted until the Early Migration Period (Madyda-Legutko 1987, p. 63-
-64, 227-228, map 47). In the Wielbark culture they appeared starting from the Late Roman Period 
until the late stage of the Early Migration Period but not later than second half of the 5th century 
AD6 (Madyda-Legutko 1987, p. 64). Taking into consideration buckles of that type not included in 
R. Madyda-Legutko’s work doesn’t change the proposed chronology7. Unfortunately still there are 
no detailed, up to date typological and chronological studies concerning the problem of such buckles 
in the Wielbark culture. It refers to the Masłomęcz group as well: it seems that they were quite popu-
lar here8 but so far they haven’t been used as a chronological indicator (see Kokowski 1995, p. 48-56). 
This is probably because of the lack of apt studies on that topic in the other unit of the Goth circle 
i.e. the Chernyakhov culture, where they were significantly more frequent (Gładysz, Kokowski 2002, 
p. 284). As refers to the Dębczyno group, while dealing with materials from the Middle Pomerania,  
H. Machajewski attributed such buckles to VIth phase according to his scheme, what means the early 
stage of the Early Migration Period (Machajewski 2006, p. 41-42, fig. 1). In the Przeworsk culture 
the appearance of oval belt buckles with thickened frame is synchronized with phase C3, what is 
drawn from the planigraphy of the cemetery at Opatów, Kłobuck com. (Godłowski 1992, p. 48). The 
above stands in accordance with statements by J. Tejral (1992, fig. 3: 5). He also tried to attribute 
such buckles from Crimean Peninsula and the Chernyakhov culture to the second half of the 4th 
century AD, i.e. the late stage of phase C3 and phase D1 (Tejral 1986, p. 192-194)9. From the other side, 

	 5 New papers concerning the problem of Raupenfibeln have been published lately (Mączyńska 2007, p. 375, 383, 385, 
map 5; Cieśliński, Wyczółkowski 2008) showing a few new artifacts, but without any conclusions as refers to their chronology. 
Additionally we may enumerate here a find from the Dollkeim-Kovrovo culture at Elyanovka, ray. Bagratyonovsk, grave 38 
(former: Wackern, Kr. Pr.-Eylau). According to Herbert Jankuhn’s files a raupenförmige gerippten Bügel was found there. Unfor-
tunately the grave furnishing seems not to be chronologically coherent as a shield boss with a pseudo-spike was attributed to 
the object (Nowakowski 1996, pl. 56: 7; Prussia Archiv, no PM-A 636/1, p. 084-085; Martin Jahn’s files; Herbert Jankuhn’s files; 
we’d like to thank Prof. W. Menghin and Prof. C. von Carnap-Bornheim for the access to Prussia Archiv and Herbert Jankuhn’s 
files). To the list we may add also a find from Berlin–Biesdorf (Bräunig, Schirmer 2009, Fig. 1) in eastern Germany. Moreover 
the find from grave 357 from Weklice is not the only item from the neighboring area: a loose find was found lately on the cem-
etery at Komorowo Żuławskie, Elbląg com. (we are thankful for this information to Mateusz Bogucki Ph. D. from the Institute 
of Archaeology and Ethnology, Polish Academy of Sciences
	 6 The case of the hoard from Frombork, Frombork com. (former: Frauenburg, Kr. Braunsberg) with the intensively 
worn solidus of Theodosius II coined in 430 AD (or accordingly to R. Ciołek 430-440 AD) as terminus post quem (Peiser, Kemke 
1914; Godłowski 1981, p. 108-109, fig. 27; Ciołek 2001, p. 50-52, with further literature).
	 7 E.g. Cecele, Siemiatycze com., grave 100B (mentioned earlier), Niedanowo, Kozłowo com., site 2, grave 392 (Ziem-
lińska-Odojowa 1999, p. 73, pl. CXL: 2), grave 609 (Ziemlińska-Odojowa 1999, p. 104-105, pl. CCXVI: 8) and a loose find 
(Ziemlińska-Odojowa 1999, p. 110, pl. CCXXIX: 34). We are aware that there are probably more of such finds (especially non 
published ones) but there is no room here to deepen the problem.
	 8 Compare finds from Gródek on the Bug river, Hrubieszów com., site 1C, graves: 16, 26, 30, 34, 62, and to a certain 
degree also graves: 64, 146 (Kokowski 1993, fig. 7: 39, 20: a, 22: a, c, 28: d, 52: a, 53: a, 126: f), as well as Gródek on the Bug river, 
Hrubieszów com., site 1A, grave 4 (Gładysz, Kokowski 2002, p. 282, pl. IV: 1). The other finds are mentioned by R. Madyda- 
-Legutko (1988, footnote 17).
	 9 For comparable results of researches concerning Crimean belt buckles of oval shape from the cemetery at Kilen-
-balka, Sevastopol see also: Kontny, Savelja 2006. The necropolis seems to be of a great importance because of quite frequent, 
precisely dated coin findings in grave sets. Nevertheless a state of knowledge generally concerning Crimean oval belt buckles 

Bartosz Kontny, Magdalena Natuniewicz-Sekuła



109

there was an attempt to deal with the problem of buckles type H 11 itself in the Balt environment.  
Accordingly to remarks made by A. Bitner-Wróblewska that type was especially characteristic for the 
Early Migration Period, although the earliest of such specimens are noted in the Late Roman Period 
(Bitner-Wróblewska 2007, p. 69).

As refers to the vase of group IVA, such forms are generally dated from phase B2 up to 
C1b/C2 (Wołągiewicz 1993, p. 26). It is worth to notice that the described urn should be linked to this 
type only generally, as we observe here unusual morphological and ornamental traits. Firstly it is 
not tripartite what is characteristic for group IVA. Secondly, the ornament of the body in form of  
a rhomboidal pattern is also rarely spotted in the Wielbark culture. The similar one appeared on urn 
(also vase IVA) from grave 412 at Niedanowo, Kozłowo com., dated to phases B2b-B2/C1 (Ziemlińska-
-Odojowa 1999, p. 77, pl. CL). On the other hand an ornament in form of vertical deeply engraved 
lines (visible on upper part of Weklice urn) is quite often for vases from territory of Dębczyno group, 
i.e. Kowalki, Tychowo com, grave 13 and 17, Kłęby, Kamień Pomorski com.; Resko, Łobez com.  
(Eggers, Stary 2001, pl. 380: 2; 382: 3; Machajewski 1992, pl. XXX, XXXI). Such pattern was described 
for the Dębczyno group as an ornament of group 1, type 1-2, variant 3 and is dated to Late Roman 
Period and Early Migration Period (Machajewski 1992, p. 104). Therefore the vessel in case cannot be 
treated as an precisely dating element.

Concluding one should say that grave 357 from the Weklice cemetery should be dated to 
phases C3-D, what is proved by the chronology of the particular types to which the brooch and 
the belt buckle were ascribed. Other ornaments from the discussed grave do not have so accurate 
chronological values, but they correspond with the proposed dating of the grave. Glass beads of 
type Tempelmann-Mączyńska 42b and rings of type Beckmann 15 or 16 (assuming that silver wire 
fragment originally created a ring of that type) are usually dated to the Late Roman and the Early 
Migration Period (Godłowski 1974, p. 38-41; Mączyńska 1978, p. 66). 

The chronology of grave 357 clearly differs from the dating of numerous, richly furnished 
graves linked with Weklice cemetery stage V, corresponding to phase C2. Additionally, one hasn’t 
noted so far any other elements typical of phase D, i.e. dated with certainty to after 375 AD, in this 
burial ground. Despite this we cannot link grave 357 with stage V; in the light of the above remarks, 
it should be treated as an indicator of the latest, newly established, VIth stage of an utilization of the 
cemetery at Weklice, i.e. phases C3-D. We would like to remind in that place that until now phase C3 
(Eggers 1955, p. 224) hasn’t been clearly defined in the Wielbark culture and a set of apt chronologi-
cal indicators of the phase hasn’t been established (Godłowski 1970, p. 97; 1981, p. 56; 1988, p. 44; 
Wołągiewicz 1993, p. 25)10. We hope that specimens from grave 357 at Weklice will help in further 
studies on that topic… 
                                                                                                                                                          Translated by the authors

	 Bartosz Kontny
	 Instytut Archeologii Uniwersytetu Warszawskiego
	 ul. Krakowskie Przedmieście 26/28
	 00-927 Warszawa
	 Poland
	 bartosz.kontny@uw.edu.pl

is far from definite chronological conclusions, although they were very popular here (see e.g. Ajbabin 1990, p. 27-29, fig. 22; 
Chrapunov 2002, p. 48-50; Myc et alii 2006, p. 127-130).
	 10  Instead, phase C3 is goodly characterized for Scandinavia, the Elbian circle as well as the Masłomęcz group 
(see e.g. Godłowski 1988, p. 44-47; 1992; Lund Hansen 1987; Tejral 1992; Kokowski 1995, p. 48-52).

The late grave from the Wielbark culture cemetery at Weklice, Elbląg com., site 7
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