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Introduction

This book was conceived (many years before its actual birth) when I was a junior in high school. I was taking German III, and wasn’t getting any more fluent—I just didn’t have great aptitude for languages, period. Extra credit would be welcome, so I approached my German teacher about decorating the walls of his classroom with maps I would draw of the Holy Roman Empire. This teacher, F. Robert Reeser, was a saint, and, of course, he allowed me to draw the maps to pull the chestnuts of a grade out of the fire. That last-ditch effort to up my grade grew into something much more—a life-long fascination with German history and geography.

This volume has been brought about by the practical needs of the many people who have a sense about how different their German forebears’ history was (“There were a lot of little states, right?”), but relatively little idea what that actually means “on the ground” in practical research, and on maps.

As a result, this book is designed to serve two purposes. First, it functions as a reference for anyone researching the history of German-speaking lands, showing through maps the ever-shifting boundaries of the many states in central Europe and helping researchers identify to which larger political units the smaller areas owed allegiance. And, less importantly, this book makes a handsome coffee-table volume full of beautiful historical maps that are worthy of leafing through in the German genealogist’s home.

This book includes three types of maps: historical maps produced at the time they depict; historical maps produced retrospectively; and present-day maps. Likewise, we can categorize maps by the features they include, such as roads, political boundaries, topography, and demographics. Overwhelmingly, the maps included here identify political borders, but you’ll also find maps that present other boundaries.

We’ve used our maps in as much detail as our format would allow. A magnifying glass will be your friend, and nearly all of the maps included can be found through an online source such as the David Rumsey Historical Map Collection <www.davidrumsey.com>, the Library of Congress’ Digital Collection <www.loc.gov/collections>, and MapRoom.org (which has scans of the 1905 Putzgers atlas <www.maproom.org/00/01/index.php>).

We couldn’t include every German village in this atlas, but (knowing that villages are a common research goal) we’ve selected maps that will prove useful for finding them. Also, unusual for a work such as this, there is an index for the maps that will be of greatest use for finding villages. Genealogists often use maps to trace migration patterns and as clues for finding additional information such as religious affiliation. The maps in this atlas will assist with these tasks as well.

Two prime sources of the maps stand out and should be further acknowledged. I obtained a copy of F.W. Putzgers Historischer Schul-Atlas, 1905, and many of the best historical maps were used from this out-of-copyright atlas. John Palmer and his Michiana History Publications, a frequent vendor at genealogical conferences, was the primary supplier of the detailed nineteenth-century maps of individual German states. He has graciously allowed his maps to be reproduced here.

In addition to the many maps, this book offers contextual background information about the different periods of German history—focusing on the events as they relate to the creation of and continued accessibility of various German record groups. You’ll find this history guided which maps were selected, with many relating to the modern-day divisions of German church organizations and political units.

You’ll note that some of the maps included here are in English while others are in German. To account for this, this atlas also includes a glossary of place names that change between German and English; for instance, the city the Germans call Nürnberg is consistently rendered as Nuremberg in English. You’ll also find a collection of names relating to the various levels of noble jurisdiction in the historical German states. And because the Germans especially seem to love abbreviations (some of them idiosyncratic), this glossary also includes common abbreviations for many German towns and village.

Time and place are the crosshairs of genealogy. In this atlas, we present the place in which the human story of your German-speaking ancestors took place—and show those places at various crucial points in time. Together, they produce the “target” for your study of history and genealogy.

James M. Beidler

Leesport, PA <www.jamesmbeidler.com>

1815
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GERMAN HISTORY HIGHLIGHTS

To say that Germany has a messy history would be a great understatement. From the more than one thousand German microstates to the period of unification, division into East and West, and reunification, Germany has undergone many boundary changes that genealogists have to keep track of.

But German history affects your research far more than just changing the borders on maps. Indeed, border changes are significant because the jurisdiction your ancestor’s village belonged to affects where civil records are kept today. These administrative boundaries may have also determined the state’s religion and therefore what type of religious records might be available.

This section will give you a crash-course lesson in the history of German-speaking lands. You’ll find some history at the beginning of each section of maps, too, mostly to help you zero-in on some concepts relating to the time period or topics covered by the maps in that section.

But before we get into specifics, let’s discuss one overriding concept that I covered in my earlier book Trace Your German Roots Online (Family Tree Books, 2016): Germany’s “non-linear” history. The United States has a linear history, in which (over time) the country expanded across the continent of North America from east to west, with new states being created from acquired territories, counties being created within those states, and new counties breaking off from older counties. This proceeded pretty much with no looking back, and the historical boundaries created in centuries past are more or less the same as they are today.

But in what is now Germany, progress was less consistent. You’ll find that noble dynasties went extinct and their holdings were split between two or more related families. Or war resulted in one neighbor absorbing another—before still another state conquered the winner of that previous conflict. In short, there was loads of ebb and flow throughout the centuries, and you can’t draw a straight line from ancient, medieval, or even early-modern Germany to today’s Bundesrepublik Deutschland.

Most chapters in this atlas deal with a certain chronological selection of maps, all of which show similar depictions of the German states at a given time. Through them, we can view the ebb and flow of German history, starting through a wide-angle lens depicting the Germanic tribes of ancient times. Then we’ll zoom in to the Holy Roman Empire during its millennium of existence, followed by the brief (but significant) Second German Empire and today’s Germany. Then we’ll pan back out to show demographics as well as the other German-speaking nations and enclaves across Europe.

Let’s take a look at the concepts that affect the long arc of German history—those as long-lasting as millenia-old tribal affiliations and those as relatively recent as political self-awareness and civil rights.

The Germanic Tribes of Central and Eastern Europe: Prehistory to the 600s

Before “Germany”—or even of the sense of a “German” people—there were Germanic tribes such as the Helvetii, Marcomanni, Saxons, Jutes, Angles, Suebi, Cherusci, Goths, Vandals, Franks, and Alemanni. These tribes, first appearing in 500 B.C. or even earlier, originated in Scandinavia and Eastern Europe. These Germanic tribes were not literate, and thus much of what we know about them comes from the Romans they encountered.

These tribes frequently butted heads with the Romans. Among the first to spar with the Germanic tribes was the emperor Marius, who defeated the Cimbri and Teutones tribes to take part of Gaul (modern-day France and the Benelux countries) around 100 B.C. Likewise, Julius Caesar completed the Roman conquest of Gaul in the 50s B.C., and Augustus had the aim of pushing the Roman Empire east of the Rhine River into what was dubbed “Germania.” He wanted to shrink the boundary between the Romans and Germanic to the Weser, the Elbe, or perhaps even the Oder. Rome subjugated some additional tribes such as the Cherusci (in 9 B.C.), then the Chatti and Bructeri (4 A.D.).

But before long, the Romans began to struggle in their conquest. In 9 A.D., Roman general Publius Quinctilius Varus and his forces were ambushed by an alliance of tribes (including the Marsi, Chatti, Bructeri, Chauci, Sicambri, Suebi, and Cherusci) in the Battle of Teutoburg Forest. The leader of the Germanic confederation was Arminius (often called Hermann due to a translation error), a Cherusci-born aide to Varus who had received a Roman military education while being a good-faith hostage for his tribe. Arminius became the first non-legendary hero for the emerging Germans, who re-discovered his story after the Dark Ages. But the immediate result of the Roman disaster was that the Rhine remained Rome’s frontier, and Germania continued to evolve from an uncivilized area made up of loosely organized tribes into trading partners of and mercenaries for Rome.

By 400, the western part of the now-divided Roman Empire was crumbling, and Germanic tribes (increasing in number and facing competition from Slavs and Huns to the east) took advantage of the power vacuum by invading various areas formerly attached to the empire. Visigoths under the leader Alaric sacked Rome in 410, and Germanic king Odoacer put the final nail in the Western Roman Empire’s coffin by eliminating the office of the emperor in 476.

In the chaos during and after Rome’s fall, the tribes established rough, decentralized feudal mini-states throughout western Europe. The Franks inhabited what became France, while the Visigoths lived in present-day Spain, the Vandals in North Africa, the Lombards in northern Italy, and the Ostrogoths in other parts of Italy and the Balkans.

Many present-day areas of Germany and the lands immediately west of it still bear remembrance to the tribal domains from this early Medieval era. Each of the following areas is called a Stammesherzogtum or “stem (or tribal) duchy” in recognition of the tribe that once dominated it:

• Alamannia, the home of the Alemanni, which now lies in southwestern Germany as well as parts of France and Switzerland (Note: The French word for Germany is Allemagne, harkening back to this ancestry.)

• Bavaria (i.e., the eastern portion of the present-day German state so named) where the tribe of Boii originally settled in what is now the Czech state of Bohemia

• Burgundy, now a region of eastern France that was invaded and resettled by the Burgundians

• Franconia, an area of Bavaria that was the homeland to the Franks before they moved westward to modern France (where they became the most dominant of the western Germanic tribes for several centuries)

• Saxony, which survives in the names of three present-day German states: Lower Saxony, Saxony-Anhalt, and (of course) Saxony

• Swabia, in present-day Württemburg and Bavaria, for a variant of the Suebi tribe (Note: Swabia incorporates much of the earlier stem duchy of Alamannia.)

• Thuringia, which developed from the Thuringii tribe that lived in east-central Germany

Feudalism and the Holy Roman Empire: The Middle Ages

It’s probably one of history’s highest ironies that, before France and Germany became fierce rivals, they shared a common hero in the Frankish Emperor Charlemagne (a Latinized version of “Charles the Great,” called Karl de Große in the German language), who ascended the Frankish throne in 768.

Charlemagne, as leader of the Franks, subjugated many of the Germanic tribes that had formed smaller, fluid states after they finished pillaging Rome. After three decades of war, he united much of what is now France, Germany, Austria, the Czech Republic, the Netherlands, Belgium, Luxembourg, and Italy into a single kingdom. He also stopped the westward Slavic migrations, resulting in a fixed German-Slavic linguistic line that still echoes today.

In 800, the pope crowned Charlemagne “Emperor of the Romans,” making him a shadowy successor of the once-mighty Rome and the first “Holy Roman Emperor.” This, in theory, made Charlemagne the secular counterpart to the pope for all of Christianized Western Europe, which was ruled by many other kings but no emperors.

As part of his duties, Charlemagne created many new types of nobility—especially those with the rank of count (German, Graf), specifically dubbed Pfalzgraf, Landgraf, and Markgraf. In many cases, these Grafen received border territories to rule. Some of these titles survived for centuries, even giving names to geographic areas like the Pfalz (or Palatinate, in English).

In the Medieval world’s system of manorialism (or feudalism, as it is often loosely referred), “everybody has a boss.” Every person was bound in some way to a superior—peasants to knights, knights to local lords, local lords to higher nobility (such as counts, princes, dukes and kings), and those higher nobles to the emperor. (The church had its own hierarchy, from penitent to pope.) In exchange for being bound as serfs, commoners received some measure of military and economic protection from their “betters.” Even as this organization of society died out in other countries, feudalism remained in the German states well into modern times.

Because of Frankish legal inheritance code, Charlemagne’s empire fractured among his grandchildren upon his son’s death in 840. One of his grandchildren, Ludwig (or Louis the German) inherited “East Francia,” which would become the “Holy Roman Empire of the German Nation.” Ludwig’s brothers also received land: Charles the Bald inherited West Francia, while Lothair was given a long and narrow strip of land between that of his brothers’. Charles’ portion became modern France, while Lothair’s land (also known as Middle Francia, or Lorraine/Lothringen after Lothair) was eventually divided between France and the German Holy Roman Empire.

Dukes elected the kings in East Francia, but this elective emperorship and the concept of what territories were considered fiefs of the empire were fluid. From the first elections in the 900s (when the dukes ruling the stem duchies were the voters), electors represented these ancient German areas. Many times, this electoral college shifted from father to son, while other electors tried to maintain a “balance of power” between dynasties.

In 1356, Charles IV issued what he called the “Golden Bull” (decree) that limited voting in the imperial election to seven individuals: the three archbishops of Mainz, Trier, and Cologne, and the four rulers of Bohemia, the Palatinate, Brandenburg, and Saxony. There were some changes in the composition of the college, especially in the waning years of the empire in the late 1700s. Still rulers from other areas also held fiefs and therefore were loyal to the Holy Roman Emperor: the elector of Hanover was also king of Britain; the elector of Brandenburg became king of Prussia (which was considered to be outside the Empire); and Lorraine and Provence were states of the Empire that later became part of France.

The bottom line is that, by retaining this elective emperorship for centuries, the Holy Roman Empire did not evolve into a centralized, unitary German state. Rather, it became weaker and fractionalized compared to monarchies such as England and France.

Struggling German Dynasties: The High Middle Ages

This political setup (partible inheritance and having an electoral kingship) was a major factor in keeping the German states disunited, but there were other factors, too. Emperors often convinced their electors to appoint their children as successors, only to have the imperial dynasty die out or be left only with minor sons left. (States that became centralized such as England and France had more reproductive luck in producing stable dynasties.) The emperor often found himself doing favors for the various German city-states in an attempt to curry favor and win over electoral votes.

The Holy Roman Empire’s leaders also dreamed of ruling Italy, distracting them from the task of unifying a German kingdom. Otto I, elected king of the Germans in 936, is a prime example. He was an able ruler who defeated the Magyars (forefathers of today’s Hungary) and became the first German king to be granted the title “Emperor of the Romans” in nearly fifty years. But, for centuries afterward, his successors would pursue territories in Italy. Military campaigns there drew time and attention away from consolidating the German kingdom. Instead, emperors often had to placate city-states and other minor jurisdictions with new rights to prevent disharmony and revolts while the military was occupied in Italy. The result was even more fractionalization of political power into literally thousands of German-speaking microstates.

As time wore on, instability continued to plague the Germans. The Salian dynasty succeeded Otto’s Saxon line, but the Salians went extinct themselves in 1125. It was not until Frederick I (nicknamed Barbarossa or “red beard”) of House Hohenstaufen ascended in 1152 that an emperor would once again pursue power in the Italian peninsula. Finally, Frederick’s son, Henry VI, convinced the Diet of Würzburg to make the German kingship hereditary in 1196. But the Hohenstaufens fell victim to untimely deaths: Barbarossa died while on Crusade in the Middle East, and Henry VI was allegedly poisoned the next year. Henry’s only son, three-year-old Frederick II, became emperor. An able ruler, Frederick II was called the stupor mundi (Latin for “the wonder of the world”), but his son Conrad IV outlived him by just four years—leading to another dynasty’s extinction. After Conrad’s death in 1254, the empire and imperial title were disputed for more than twenty years, and out of this disarray came another century and a half of even shorter dynasties, as the Houses of Wittelsbach and Luxembourg took turns supplying emperors (that is, when German kings were crowned emperors at all).

Briefly ending the interregnum of the 1200s was the election of the first Habsburg, Rudolf, then a middling count with territories based in what’s today southwest Germany. The conflicts in his reign allowed him to claim several duchies in what is now Austria, moving the Habsburg power base there. Although he was unable to begin an immediate dynasty—and his later heirs even divided the house’s lands for a time—the Habsburgs again wore the imperial crown in less than two centuries. And when that happened, the title was theirs until it was abolished.

Religious Wars and the Peace of Westphalia: 1440–1648

The German-speaking Austrian Habsburg family ended the Holy Roman Empire’s dynastic problems, producing several consecutive emperors beginning in 1440. In fact, the Habsburgs might have created a German super state, but religious disharmony would get in the way and result in both emperor and pope being diminished as the respective political and religious leaders of western Europe. Emperor Maximilian I (who reigned from 1486 to 1519) married his son to the heiress of Spain’s King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella. Their grandson Charles inherited the Habsburgs’ many European domains, the newly unified nation of Spain, and Spain’s many colonial possessions in North America.

Holy Roman Emperor Charles V (Charles I or Carlos I in Spain), called by some “the last European” for his cosmopolitan background, had to face off against the German monk Martin Luther in what would become the Protestant Reformation. Luther called into question many Roman Catholic practices in 1517, leading to the founding of the Lutheran Church and several other Protestant denominations. The Roman Catholic Church would no longer unite Western Europe, and (with the Holy Roman Emperor serving as the chief secular representative of the Catholic Church), the Reformation became a wonderful excuse for the restive German princes to disobey the emperor. In 1531, the Schmalkaldic League of Lutheran rulers was formed, initially by Hesse and Saxony, but later including the states of Anhalt, Württemberg, and Pomerania, plus imperial free cities such as Augsburg, Frankfurt am Main, and Hanover.

Charles V had a passion for unity and organization more than theology. As a result, he encouraged the Roman Catholic Church to authorize the Counter Reformation in 1545. The Council of Trent in 1563 ushered in changes to the Catholic Church and—much to the applause of today’s genealogists—mandated the keeping of parish registers.

Internal and external threats compounded religious tensions. The German lower classes revolted in the German Peasants’ War (1524–1526), which has been called the largest popular uprising of the common people until the French Revolution of 1789. In the southeast, the Holy Roman Empire had to contend with the Turkish Ottoman Empire. To counter this, the Empire incorporated a number of multinational (i.e., non-German) states such as Bohemia, Moravia, Hungary, and Croatia. Instead of focusing on better consolidating the German states, Charles V built eastward, rather than westward.

Despite Catholic reforms, more than a century of wars followed the Protestant Reformation. The Peace of Augsburg in 1555 essentially authorized each German prince to choose Lutheranism or Catholicism as a state religion. But governments were free to ignore other Protestant groups, such as the Reformed followers of John Calvin and Ulrich Zwingli, as well as the Anabaptist movement that spawned the Mennonites and Amish. A number of German states switched from Lutheran to Reformed Calvinist—including the Palatinate (1560), Nassau (1578), Hesse-Kassel (1603) and Brandenburg (1613).

The situation became much worse when the Jesuit-educated, fervently Catholic Ferdinand II became Habsburg emperor. In the early stages of the Thirty Years War, Protestant Bohemia rejected Ferdinand as their king. The war began in a most interesting way: Bohemians threw two of Ferdinand’s officials out a third-story window of the hall where they were meeting, an incident known as the Defenestration of Prague.

The series of conflicts in the three decades that followed proved beyond a doubt that religious wars—not just politics—could make for strange bedfellows. During one phase of the war, France (a Catholic nation) paid Sweden (a Lutheran nation) to carry out battles against the Catholic emperor and his allies. The German states became a battleground for a generation, ruining many farming areas. Some villages no longer existed after the long conflict, and many of those that did still exist were severely depopulated.

The Thirty Years War ended with the Peace of Westphalia, which put to rest any illusion of religious unity in the Holy Roman Empire and instead laid the foundations for modem international relations between nation-states. Allegiance to a political ruler trumped any overlapping loyalty to a religious authority, weakening the pope’s influence over politics and opening the door for future political (rather than religious) conflicts. The peace also put the Reformed religion on equal par with Lutherans and Catholics—rulers of the German states could choose any of the three for their subjects to follow. (Anabaptists were still left out of this arrangement and were persecuted nearly everywhere. As a result, Anabaptists who survived persecution became early immigrants to America.)

The rivalry between France and Austria did not end with the Peace of Westphalia. French King Louis XIV, who ruled from 1643 to 1715, not only feared encirclement by the Austrian and Spanish branches of the Habsburg family, but he also felt the Rhine River was France’s “natural border” and was involved in several wars attempting to conquer the Dutch and German states that already occupied those areas. First in the Low Countries and then throughout the Rhine Valley, Louis made war that again flattened many areas just recovering from the Thirty Years War. In the War of the League of Augsburg (also known as the War of Palatine Succession) from 1688 to 1697, French troops burned many Palatine cities to the ground. Then the War of Spanish Succession from 1701 to 1713 took a toll on more areas. Another of Louis XIV’s policies, the revocation of the Edict of Nantes (which guaranteed tolerance to French Protestants known as Huguenots), spurred many Huguenots to migrate to German states east of French control.

Hohenzollern vs. Habsburg, Part I: The Eighteenth Century

The religious split caused by the Protestant Reformation surely was an impediment to the Austrian Habsburgs gaining practical dominance over the German states. But in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, the Habsburgs faced a far greater stumbling block: the Hohenzollern dynasty, which had been part of the empire’s electoral college as rulers of the Margraviate of Brandenburg since 1415. After secularizing the Teutonic Knights’ land into the Duchy of Prussia in 1525, the Hohenzollern state became known as Brandenburg-Prussia in the 1600s. Under the rule of Frederick William, known as the “Great Elector,” the Hohenzollerns added disconnected holdings in and outside the Holy Roman Empire. Frederick William’s son, Frederick I, declared himself in 1701 King “in” Prussia—so-called because Prussia was outside the empire, within which no state was to be headed by a king except Habsburg-ruled Bohemia.

The Hohenzollern state, increasingly called merely “Prussia,” challenged the Austrian Habsburgs for practical leadership of the empire. With Austria continuing to spend more energy on eastward expansion at the expense of the Ottoman Turks (even sending German settlers to colonize the newly won areas, creating German enclaves that lasted two centuries), Prussia’s King Frederick (II) the Great, continued his state’s expansion to the west and south of its north German base. Frederick fought the Austrian Empress Maria Theresa in both the War of Austrian Succession (1740–1748) and the Seven Years War (1756–1763) and netted Silesia, a wealthy and mineral-rich area.

Despite the rivalry of Prussia and Austria, the two did join together with Russia to “partition” the territorially large but politically weaker state of Poland. Between 1772 and 1795, Poland’s neighbors seized its territories in three instances—resulting in Poland disappearing from the map of Europe for more than a century. Prussia and (to a lesser extent) Austria encouraged German-speaking settlers to move into the previously Polish areas that they had added to their holdings.

Through the eighteenth century, the continent of Europe remained in a rough balance of power with some two hundred German states sprinkling the area between Prussia, Austria, and France. Prussia and Austria remained at odds, but Britain and France frequently changed their allegiances. No continental power gained dominance over the others.

Napoleonic Reorganization: 1804–1814

No continental power gained dominance until France, that is. While the rivalry between Prussia and Austria dominated the German states in the long run, a French ruler (Emperor Napoleon I) had the most profound effect on the modernization of German states and their reduction in number.

The French Revolutionary Wars altered the European balance of power. When the French Revolution began in 1789, European monarchies looked up in alarm, though the rulers of Germany’s minor states probably thought chaos in France would reduce French military power. How wrong they turned out to be. After an initial alliance of major powers (led by Prussia and Austria) invaded France, the new republic instituted the first modern conscription system, boosting the manpower in its army several fold. After this greatly enlarged army was trained, France went on the offensive and overran the German states west of the Rhine River (as well as some Italian states and much of the Low Countries) in 1794.

France’s intrusion into the German states would not stop with the occupation of the Rhine’s west bank, however. Prussia and Austria both signed peace treaties with the French Republic that established the Rhine as the border, though neither power accepted France’s gains. It took another conflict before Austria recognized France’s might, now spearheaded by Napoleon Bonaparte. Under the Treaty of Luneville in 1801, the west bank of the Rhine belonged to France “in complete sovereignty.” The treaty also guaranteed that France would compensate the Holy Roman Empire’s hereditary princes who had been dispossessed in the war, settling the nobles’ objections.

That compensation, accomplished through “mediatization” and “secularization,” led to great changes in the German city-states. In 1803, the Imperial Diet of the Holy Roman Empire passed its last significant law, known by the typically long German name Reichsdeputationshauptschluss (in English, “final recess of the high imperial diet”). In the first phase of compensation, the territories of Roman Catholic officials who had dual status (so-called “prince-bishops” and “imperial abbots”) were taken and redistributed to the nobles who had lost territories west of the Rhine. “Mediatization” (named because it shifted a state’s status from “immediately” below the emperor in rank to becoming part of larger states) merged microstates and imperial free cities with neighboring secular states.

And the changes continued. Napoleon enticed most of the remaining German states to secede from the Holy Roman Empire and form the Confederation of the Rhine in 1805. This collection of French client states extended from the east bank of the Rhine River (the west bank now considered part of France, proper) to the boundaries of Austria and Prussia. Prussia, for its part, had been reduced, and its territorial expansion temporarily thrown back.

The Habsburg ruler, Francis II, saw the empire’s demise coming and changed his sovereign title from Archduke of Austria to Hereditary Emperor of Austria. He abdicated even that title in 1806, satisfied that he was still an emperor and conceding the Holy Roman Empire’s defeat.

The Confederation dissolved in 1813 after Napoleon’s disastrous Russian campaign. The French and Napoleon had dominated Europe for just a decade and a half. Yet, that relatively short time period would prove a true turning point in German history, one that set the region on a course toward unification that would culminate in a second (and more cohesive) German Empire little more than a half-century later. The German states had transformed from a feudal to a capitalist society, ripe for industrialization.

After Napoleon I’s initial abdication in 1814, almost all the princely houses from across Europe were represented at the so-called Congress of Vienna, during which major and minor European powers brokered deals in an attempt to re-create the balance of power that existed before the French Revolution. Royalty and nobility—either present at the Congress or represented by foreign ministers—looked to the principle of “legitimacy” (i.e., restoring pre-Napoleonic rulers to territories). But most changes made to the German states remained intact; only Thuringia, perennially a German backwater, remained an area of micro-states.

Hohenzollern vs. Habsburg, Part II: The Nineteenth Century

The Napoleonic Wars and their aftermath changed the composition of the German states, but the rivalry between the Hohenzollern and Habsburg houses stayed the same. The Congress of Vienna created a German Confederation as a sort of successor to the Holy Roman Empire and the Confederation of the Rhine, and the new organization became another political battleground for the two German powers. Habsburg Austria ruled over the Confederation’s forty states, but Hohenzollern Prussia gained territories at the Congress that made it Austria’s equal within the Confederation. (Both states had territories inside and outside of the Confederation.) The member-states of the Confederation enrolled in a mutual defense pact, pledging to come to each other’s aide in time of war. They also jointly maintained fortresses at Mainz, Luxembourg, Rastatt, UIm, and Landau.

Because not all of Prussia’s holdings were contiguous, it had a special interest in establishing a customs union called the Zollverein in 1834. In addition to allowing Prussians to move goods more efficiently from one portion of the kingdom to the other, the customs union—which intentionally excluded Austria—was a way to enhance Prussia’s leadership of the German states while short-changing Austria. The union opened up a common market, ended tariffs between states, and standardized weights, measures, and currencies within member-states. (And to assess dues to member-states, the Zollverein necessitated a census, records of which are just now being rediscovered by researchers.

This customs union also assisted the growth of a middle class that sought additional political rights and a movement for German unification. Just as the French Revolution rocked the German states with many changes, the continental Revolutions of 1848 began in France and spread through German states. In the half-century since the original revolution, some of the German states’ rulers had written constitutions enumerating rights for the people in their domains. Growing industrialism had gone hand in hand with urbanization, and the larger cities were breeding grounds for republican sentiments.

A true sense of a German national identity (rather than, for example, a Bavarian, Saxon, or Westphalian identity) was growing, but the major question was whether the resulting unified state would be a kleindeutsche (small Germany, with the Prussian king as emperor) or grossdeutsche (greater Germany, offering the imperial crown to the Austrian emperor). After the revolution sputtered, an assembly intended to offer the former to Prussian king Frederick William IV: Emperor of the Germans. Frederick privately considered that crown “from the gutter,” but publicly found a diplomatic way to decline. And anyway, Austrian troops shut the assembly down.

The Revolutions of 1848 had shaken the Habsburgs in a different way, too. Their Hungarian subjects demanded equality and became co-equal partners, with the nation-state becoming known as Austria-Hungary. As the Turks declined in power, Austria-Hungary’s attention again shifted eastward, as the Habsburg Empire sought to gobble up former Ottoman territories.

The Hohenzollerns had no such distraction. When the single-minded Otto von Bismarck became prime minister in 1862, he fought a decade of short wars that eventually brought the German states into a Second German Empire. During his nearly thirty years in power, Bismarck would use democratic processes (as well as co-opting liberal ideals such as old-age and disability pensions) to achieve his goals. But he was an autocrat at heart.

After Bismarck’s first two wars conquered Schleswig-Holstein for Prussia and smacked Austria away from intra-German affairs, Bismarck and Prussian King Wilhelm I engineered the formation of the North German Confederation. Bismarck would serve as chancellor of the Confederation, with the Prussian King Wilhelm I as its president. The remaining German states came on board when Bismarck engineered the Franco-Prussian War as a patriotic conflict against a rival (France) that manhandled Germans less than a century ago.

After defeating the French, Prussia’s King Wilhelm was proclaimed German emperor in the Palace of Versailles’ Hall of Mirrors in 1871. The new German Empire (or “Second Reich,” following from the “First Reich,” the Holy Roman Empire) was a federation of twenty-five constituent states that retained some political autonomy. France ceded Alsace and part of Lorraine—territories that had been fought over for centuries—marking an important symbolic victory for the fledgling empire.

After using “blood and iron” to achieve his goals, Bismarck shifted gears to promote peace during which Germany’s economy could grow unencumbered. After a Russo-Turkish war ended in 1878, Bismarck called Europe together for the Congress of Berlin. The multinational accords reduced the scope of Russia’s victory, granting independence to former Ottoman territories and creating an overall balance of power that kept Europe (mostly) war-free until the outbreak of World War I.

Bismarck also engineered rapprochement between Hohenzollern and Habsburg. The two rival houses both feared the Russian Empire to the east more than they feared one another, and so began to form an alliance.

The Rise (and Fall, and Rise Again) of a Republic: The Twentieth Century

That Germany in the twenty-first century is often looked upon as a world leader of Western democracy has a special irony, since rule by the people was first tried (and failed) just one hundred years ago.

World War I ended in German defeat. The still-young Empire lost significant blocks of its territory in the Treaty of Versailles, demilitarized, and footed the bill in the form of war reparations. The Weimar Republic was formed out of these ashes, and Germany took its first stab at democratic rule over people who (for the most part) had never experienced anything except the class structure of monarchy and nobility.

The Republic faced difficult circumstances from its very beginning. Some German veterans felt betrayed by their government, and a Communist element was eager to emulate the new socialist Soviet state. France (Germany’s sworn enemy) now occupied Germany’s industrial area. Hyperinflation during the mid-1920s made currency practically worthless, and the Great Depression created mass unemployment in Germany.

The Republic kept many of the Empire’s states intact, but its constitution contained a nod to Germany’s authoritarian past: In times of crisis, the president was allowed to dissolve the parliament and rule by decree. And with the German economy and national morale in poor form, the situation was ripe for authoritarianism and extremism.

Adolf Hitler and his Nazi party adroitly exploited the constitutional flaw. In his rise to power in the 1930s, Hitler put many Germans back to work despite the Great Depression. He also rebuilt the military, which had been disbanded after World War I, and advocated for Germany to retake the lands it lost in the Treaty of Versailles.

But the Nazis signature policy was its notion of German superiority and racism against Jews and other minorities. Hitler’s policies disenfranchised Jews, and his administration orchestrated the Holocaust, the systemized killing of millions of Jews and other “undesirables,” including Hitler’s political opponents.

Hitler muscled his way into Austria and German-speaking areas of Czechoslovakia, and began World War II when he invaded Poland in 1939 and France, the Netherlands, and Belgium in 1940. Eventually, Allied powers (led by the United States, the United Kingdom, and France) closed in on Germany from the west, while the Soviet Union invaded from the east.

Germany’s defeat in 1945 resulted in losses of territory and occupation by the Allies. In 1949, the French, British, and Americans united their zones into what became known as West Germany, while the Russians kept their zone separate as East Germany. Russia ruled East Germany as a puppet Communist state, while West Germany became a federal republic. West Germany became a haven for many German-speaking people who abandoned their homes in German enclaves in Eastern Europe as the Russian Red Army advanced in the last year of World War II.

The division of Germany became a symbol of the ideological divide between Western capitalist societies and the Communist Eastern Bloc headed by the Soviet Union. In 1961, East Germany erected a wall separating East Berlin from West Berlin, literally cementing the division between the two spheres of influence.

The Soviet Union’s power began to wane throughout the 1980s, and Germans from both sides of Berlin came together to break down the Berlin Wall in 1989. The two Germanys formally reunited the following year, becoming the Bundesrepublik Deutschland (Federal Republic of Germany) and ending centuries of disunion, war, and reorganization.

So, welcome to our German world. The maps in this atlas tell the story of a dynamic people, culture, and language that have played a crucial role in not only modern Germany, but also in German-speaking countries, Europe as whole, and even other continents. Let’s look at the maps that show the influence staked out by this history.
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PART ONE
The Era of Germanic Tribes

You might be asking yourself why the sketchy and fluid maps of Germanic tribes during the Roman Empire and the dramatic (but scantily documented) Völkerwanderung period are even included in this atlas. After all, most documents about the Germanic tribes were created by others writing about them, so a lot of these early maps are giving only educated guesses about these tribes’ locations and identifications. This “Migration Period” saw the tribes rocket around the limits of what had been the Western Roman Empire, in part because of the pressures being put upon them by tribes “coming up behind” from the east—non-Germanic barbarians such as the Huns, Slavs, and Avars.

But this period, marked by a sense of movement, is crucial to German and European history. After all, historians identify the Germanic barbarians snuffing out the Roman Empire as the key dividing point between Ancient and Medieval times. And these marauding German tribes (though scarcely recorded at the time) continued to play an oversized role in European history.

The Germans’ meandering nature has repercussions for today’s DNA test-takers. Germanics tribes often did not stay still for decades—let alone centuries. Genealogists and historians have increasingly seen this “on the move” concept in action as DNA ethnicity testing came en vogue. People with paper trails for German ancestry are coming up with seemingly random estimates, with pieces of the ethnicity pie as vague as “western European” or as specific as Scandinavian or British. The former is a nod to where many of the Germanic tribes are believed to have originated thousands of years ago, and the latter served as a destination point for migrants as the Roman Empire crumbled. Of course, in every area, the conquering Germanic tribes mixed with established Roman populations. (And these “Romans” were themselves mixtures of native populations and Italic people from periods of the Roman conquests several centuries earlier.) Understanding these histories helps German researchers decipher their modern DNA results.

In many of these destinations, the tribes’ supremacy and even identity were short-lived. The Germanic Vandals took the formerly Roman provinces in northern Africa, but were snuffed out less than a century later by the Eastern Roman (Byzantine) Empire. Emperor Justinian I’s briefly recaptured footholds in areas of the defunct Western empire in the 530s, holding the region long enough for the Vandals to disperse. Likewise, the Visigoths had a vibrant kingdom in modern Spain for a couple hundred years before a Muslim conquest in the 770s essentially wiped them out as an independent force. For seven hundred years, Islam continued to have a heavy influence in the Iberian Peninsula, but the Visigoths did not come back. In Italy, the Ostrogoths and then the Lombards established successive kingdoms that fell, in turn, to Justinian’s Byzantines and Charlemagne’s Franks. Their namesake region of Italy (Lombardy) was all they left behind.

As we discussed in the History Highlights, many modern German provinces and the lands in eastern France still bear echoes of the tribal domains from this early Medieval era as one or more Stammesherzogtum (stem or tribal duchy). It’s not impossible to think that at some point, DNA ethnicity estimates might be granular enough to determine ancestry from such tribes and stem duchies.

An important note: The maps in this section focus on all of Europe, rather than regions we would define as “German” today. Most maps in this atlas will focus on just Germany and its environs today, but the Völkerwanderung maps show the areas we’d call “ethnically German”—those that speak a dialect of the German language and consider themselves a part of German culture. This transition is even reflected in language, from “Germanic” to “German” (or germanische to deutsche in German, a more obvious distinction).

The maps in this section show several interesting features, as they silently narrate the transition from the Ancient to Medieval phases of European history. They display the borders of Roman provinces that gave way to combinations of Germanic barbarian kingdoms, and also reveal how ethnic Celtic influence once extended well into today’s Germany. In the next phase of history beyond the Völkerwanderung, maps track the Frankish kingdom’s expansion from several divided tribes to the dominant force that helped forge both the French and German ethnic identities.
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TIMELINE

500 BC

Germanic tribes originating in Scandinavia begin to occupy north-central Europe.

9 AD

A consortium of Germanic tribes led by Arminius throw back the Roman Empire in the Battle of Teutoburg Forest, establishing the Rhine and Danube rivers as the empire’s frontier with Germania.

410

Alaric’s Visigoths sack Rome, the first time in eight centuries the city had fallen to a foreign enemy.

476

After more than a century of invasions, the Western Roman Empire becomes defunct when Germanic king Flavius Odoacer eliminates the office of emperor.

550s

Byzantine Emperor Justinian I temporarily recaptures parts of Western Europe from the kingdoms of the Germanic tribes, but the territories are lost within decades.



264 BC–128 AD Development of the Roman Empire
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This map shows many of the Germanic tribes in their ancient domains, before they either invaded the Roman Empire or formed the “stem duchies” (echoes of which are found in Germany today).



50 AD European Provinces of the Roman Empire
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This detailed Roman Empire map includes more of the names of Germanic tribes, which may in the future be helpful if DNA advances to show micro-ethnic tribal patterns.



395–453 Germanic Migrations and Conquests
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The greatest amount of Germanic tribal movement occurred in the fourth and fifth centuries AD as Germans migrated through what had been the western half of Roman Empire.



476 Europe at the End of the Völkerwanderung
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After about a century of intense migrations, the Germanic tribes (for the most part) settled in particular areas and began to form crude states, including the stem duchies.




PART TWO
The Middle Ages

As we’ve discussed, Germanic kingdoms formed from stem duchies around Europe after the fall of the Roman Empire. But what followed was a centuries-long period of decentralization in Central Europe. The rude kingdoms reared by these Germanic barbarians came together in times of war, but behaved as small, semi-independent clans that settled into areas and mixed with what had been the Roman populations.

At the beginning of this time period, the Christian church kept alive the only flicker of civilization, literature, and culture. Indeed, one of the landmark dates for each Germanic tribe—sometimes no less than a group’s first emergence from prehistory—was when it adopted a form of Christianity and rejected Germanic polytheism’s gods of Wotan, Odin, and Thor. Many initially were Arians (who denied the divinity of Christ), as opposed to the eventually dominant Trinitarians (who held God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit to be mystically equal and entwined). And while some tribes were Christian as early as the 300s (typically whenever they moved into an area previously occupied by the Roman Empire), the Frankish Emperor Charlemagne smashed paganism once and for all during his reign in the second half of the 700s.

After Western Europe bottomed-out from centuries of Roman decay, Germanic migrations, and other invasions (the Huns and other groups), one tribe dominated in the vacuum left behind in the western two-thirds of the continent: the Franks.

The Franks first divided among several groups (called Salians and Ripuarians), and entered history as raiders of Roman settlements along the Rhine. Later, they served as mercenaries and finally as successors to Roman rule in what now is France and the Low Countries (Belgium and the Netherlands). The Franks converted to Christianity in the later 400s and settled in present-day France during the Merovingian dynasty. But it was under Charlemagne’s Carolingians that the Franks would form a political entity that would span a thousand years: the Holy Roman Empire.

We discussed Charlemagne in more detail in the History Highlights section, but a few points are relevant to maps from this period. First, Charlemagne’s military victories set a fairly firm linguistic and ethnic line between Germans and Slavs (which, as we’ll see later, wasn’t always so rigid). And second, Charlemagne continued the Salic Law, a relic from the Salian Franks that dictated land be subject to partible inheritance. Under Salic Law, German nobility divided their lands among children each generation, creating further fracturing of city-states.

This emphasis on division rather than consolidation would have a number of consequences. In the short term, it meant that Charlemagne’s empire did not long survive him. Charlemagne’s only son and heir, Louis the Pious, had four sons of his own, leading to a partition in the mid-800s that permanently separated France from Germany.

As the western part of what had been Charlemagne’s empire became a separate kingdom of France, the rest of it—most of what had been those ancient “stem duchies”—became the power brokers who elected the ruler for what they referred to as the “Kingdom of Germany,” and later the “Holy Roman Empire of the German Nation.” Many of the holdings of these ducal power brokers fractured into tiny states or city-states during the Middle Ages. Over the centuries, noble dynasties went extinct, and their holdings would often fracture into non-contiguous parts. (It was not uncommon for more than one noble rule to have “shares” of a particular village.) But, despite this relative disunity, leaders fancied themselves the all-inclusive empire that had the political and religious authority to bind Western Europe together.

Then came the Reformation, smashing that Holy Grail of “Christian unity” into shards that could not be put back together. City-states fell into Catholic and Protestant camps, curtailing the emperor’s standing as the (theoretical) political head of all Western Europe. The pope once crowned the Holy Roman emperor, ordaining him as the rightful political and spiritual leader of the region. But now, a century of religious wars would leave some parts of Germany in ruins. The political landscape was more fractured than ever.

As this section’s maps unfold over the near-millennium they cover, they display the rise and consolidation of power under Charlemagne, followed by the partition of Charlemagne’s empire and the even greater partition of its component states. While the overall boundaries of the Holy Roman Empire remained fairly fixed, the mostly micro-states within it would enlarge, re-form, or contract over time as dynasties waxed, waned, or went extinct. We’ve also included a map of the whole of Europe to show Germany in wider context.
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TIMELINE

768

Frankish king Charlemagne ascends to the throne. His conquests result in a kind of reincarnation of imperial glory.

800

The pope crowns Charlemagne “Emperor of the Romans,” setting the stage for the political entity known as the Holy Roman Empire.

840

Charlemagne’s empire fractures after the death of his son: West Francia (modern France), East Francia (modern Germany), and Middle Francia (Lorraine, now split between France and Germany).

962

Otto the Great becomes the first German king to be crowned “Emperor of the Romans” since Charlemagne.

1190

Holy Roman Emperor Frederick I (“Barbarossa”) helps lead the Third Crusade to the Holy Land, but dies en route. His death is just the first in a long series of political and dynastic instability.

1440

The Habsburg Dynasty begins its consecutive run as emperors through 1806, when the Holy Roman Empire was disbanded.



481–814 Growth of the Frankish Kingdom
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In just a few centuries, the Franks rose in prominence from a middling Germanic tribe to the overlords of a would-be reincarnation of the Roman Empire.



800 The Empire of Charlemagne
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While claiming to show the “Empire of Charlemagne” in 800, this English-language map from the nineteenth century instead shows the empire’s successor states.



814–843 Central Europe at the Time of the Carolingians
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Charlemagne’s empire divided into areas that coalesced around “West Francia” (France), “East Francia” (Germany), and “Middle Francia” or “Lotharingen” (Lorraine, which remains ethnically fluid today).



The Frankish Kingdoms

817–829
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870
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888
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During the ninth century, Charlemagne’s empire broke into pieces, with the “Ost Frankisches Reich” becoming the first incarnation of a German kingdom: later, the Holy Roman Empire.



895 Central European Population
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This map shows the various ethnicities of Europeans in the early Middle Ages. Germanic peoples are shown in red/pink.



c. 1000 Germany at the Time of the Saxon and Frankish Kings
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In the High Middle Ages, the “stem duchies” are on full display as the Holy Roman Empire’s primary building blocks.



1200 Central and Western Europe under the Hohenstaufen
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The Staufer (or Hohenstaufen) dynasty conquered much of Italy and allowed the decentralization of the German duchies to begin.



1378 Germany and Northern Italy in the 14th Century


[image: ]

A century after the Staufers ruled, German lands have become dotted with small political units. These divisions might have bearing on where the scarce records from this period are archived.



1477 Germany and Northern Italy in the 15th Century
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Most of the German states continued to be small, but were organized into Kreiseinteilung (or “imperial circles”) for collection of taxes.



1320 The Great Princely Houses
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Charlemagne’s empire divided into areas that coalesced around The House of Ascania that ruled much of eastern Germany before losing various territories to the Hohenzollern family. The house ruled in Anhalt the longest.



1320–1415 The Great Princely Houses
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1221–1485 The Great Princely Houses
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The Houses of Wittelsbach, Luxembourg, and Wettin ruled central and eastern German areas during the Middle Ages.



1608 Bavaria
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A contemporary map of central and eastern Bavaria shows many of the towns from this early modern period.



1380–1400 The Great Princely Houses of Europe
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The House of Wittelsbach began in Bavaria and ruled there for centuries, but also governed several other areas of the Holy Roman Empire.



1485 Wettische Lande

[image: ]

1554–1813 Wettische Lande
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The House of Wettin came to rule much of central Germany—today’s Saxony, Saxony-Anhalt, and Thuringia—and fractured into sub-lines, making this the only area with microstates in the Second German Empire.



1547 Germany at the Time of the Reformation
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The Protestant Reformation only divided the German states further, and many noble houses split into competing lines.



1559 Europe in the 16th Century
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This overview map of Europe shows the areas considered German in this time period, marking them as lands within the “Deutsches Reich.” (Despite the name treatment here, Germany wouldn’t have a unified kingdom for more than three hundred years.)




PART THREE
From the Thirty Years War to Napoleon

For more than a century after Martin Luther began the Protestant Reformation in the German states, Protestantism spread across Europe. Struggling to maintain its power, the (Catholic) Holy Roman Empire was plunged into wars of religion. And while the Empire had faced plenty of revolts in the Middle Ages, never before had dissenters rebelled against the imperial ideal, rather than an individual emperor. From the Reformation onward, Protestant nobles banded together in their own leagues and alliances that superseded loyalty to the Empire—in essence, rejecting the idea of the emperor as an all-Europe overlord. Some nobles even changed the character of their religious beliefs to endorse one or another form of Protestantism as a form of political protest.

This ended the fiction of a unified German religious life, just as the centuries of decentralization had made the Holy Roman Emperor an emperor in name only. By the mid-1500s, the German princes gained the right to choose either Lutheranism or Catholicism as their state’s official religion. This settlement, though, left out the movement called the Reformed (founded by Switzerland’s Ulrich Zwingli and influenced by Geneva’s John Calvin) as well as Anabaptists such as Mennonites.

The stage was set for what became known as the Thirty Years War. The war began primarily as a religious conflict, but morphed into a political struggle between two Catholic dynasties (the French Bourbons and Austrian Hapsburgs), with the states of Germany lying in the crosshairs.

As this war lurched to an end in the 1640s—the treaty that ended it, the Peace of Westphalia, itself took four years to negotiate—many German villages lay in ruins. From the decades of war, new settlement allowed the rulers of German states to choose from three confessions—Catholic, Lutheran, or Reformed—as the official religion.

What resulted was the nadir of political and religious decentralization, and a century and a half of Kleinstaaterei (“condition of small states”) in Germany. Over time, the number of independent states slowly dwindled, but German city-names still numbered more than two hundred on the eve of the French Revolution. While Great Britain, France, and Russia formed large unitary states, Germany was left out in the cold. Even the future Italy (itself a collection of loosely related city-states) comprised just a couple dozen small states by this time. The political situation in Germany could rightly be termed a mess.

Substantial populations of Germans left in the later 1600s, and these numbers only grew in the eighteenth century. Poverty and partible inheritance in the German states encouraged many to leave, and vast stretches of land in America allured emigrants. Most emigrants from this time period journeyed east, but some eighty thousand went west to America. Historical sources often identify southwestern Germany as the primary point of exit. After all, the British used the broad-brush name “Palatines” (which technically refers to those who come from the Pfalz region) to refer to these new arrivals. But more nuanced historians and genealogists have found that emigrants came from many other German states, too.

After the French Revolution, Napoleon I rose to power as the French emperor, and the burgeoning France temporarily absorbed some German states. Other city-states were formed together into a new “Kingdom of Westphalia,” puppet states for Napoleon’s relatives to rule. Most of the rest seceded from the Holy Roman Empire in favor of a Napoleon-dominated Confederation of the Rhine, dealing a final blow to the once-great empire.

As a result, you’ll see ancestral villages or regions in the hands of several micro-states in this time period. Read more detailed German historical references for more about this era, since a substantial number of villages were split between dynasties too small to be shown on any of our maps. These may determine in which city, regional or even nobility archives you might find records.

In addition, these maps place the areas of the villages in context. Were they close to the expanded boundaries of France and thus likely to be invaded or occupied? Were they in proximity to lands owned by either Prussia or Austria, the two five-hundred-pound canaries of the German-speaking world? Or do they appear to be in the hands of micro-states that were mediatized or secularized out of existence during Napoleonic reorganization?

Both this section and the next one give you the “big picture” of their respective time periods. We’ve also included larger-scale maps that show political changes on the peripheries of the Holy Roman Empire. Pay special attention to France’s century-and-a-half, slow-drip aggression as it crept into the periphery of the Holy Roman Empire before bursting the seams under the French Republic and then Empire. Just beyond the Empire’s eastern edge, a map displays the dismemberment of Poland by Prussia, Austria, and Russia. All this will prepare you to go to more granular detail in the large section on regional and state maps.
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TIMELINE

1520s

Several groups follow the lead of Martin Luther by splitting from the Roman Catholic Church, splintering the German states’ religious unity.

1555

The Peace of Augsburg temporarily grants relief from religious war, allowing for German states to select either Lutheranism or Catholicism as their state religion.

1607

A German, Dr. Johannes Fleischer, is among the original Jamestown, Virginia, settlers.

1648

The Peace of Westphalia ends the Thirty Years War and redraws European borders. The wars had ravaged German states, forcing many Germans to emigrate.

1701

Frederick I declares himself the King “in” Prussia. Prussia, headed by the Hohenzollern dynasty, challenges Austrian authority over the next century and a half as it expands west.

1709

The first mass immigration of German-speaking families to the American Colonies lands thousands in New York, many of whom later spread through the Mid-Atlantic region.

1776–1781

Mercenaries from German states, nicknamed Hessians for Hesse-Cassel (which supplied many of them), fight alongside the British in the American Revolution—and many stay in the new United States.



c. 1648 Germania


[image: ]

A contemporary post-Thirty Years War map shows the imperial “circles” to which Holy Roman Empire microstates belonged at the time.



1300–1789 French Expansion to the East
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The fluid border between France and the Holy Roman Empire has led to centuries of ethnic confusion in the border areas, especially Elsass (Alsace) and Lothringen (Lorraine).



1648–1721 Peace Treaties


[image: ]

Colored areas show territories that changed hands from one dynasty to another as a result of peace treaties in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.



1648 Germany in the 17th Century
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German fractionalization peaked at the end of the Thirty Years War. At the same time, German Swiss were moving into southwestern areas depopulated by the war.



1740 Europe in the 17th and 18th Centuries
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This map shows Europe on the eve of the War of Austrian Succession. The uncolored areas in central Europe represent the German microstates sandwiched in between France, Austria, and Prussia.



1740–1763 The Silesian Wars
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Prussia conquered Austria’s mineral-rich province of Silesia, altering the balance of power between the two states.



1772–1795 The Partitions of Poland
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In the Partitions of Poland, Prussia gained territories that it would colonize with Germans. Poland faded from the map of Europe, and wouldn’t become an independent country again until after World War I. Prussian gains are in green, while Austrian gains are in yellow.



1705 L’Allemagne
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Produced by Frenchman Nicolas de Fer in his native language, this contemporary map shows how the Holy Roman Empire was viewed by its western neighbor in the early eighteenth century.



1786 Germany in the 18th Century
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Prussia continued to grow in the lead-up to the French Revolution and Napoleonic Wars. Meanwhile, German states continued to form a constellation of independent states.



1789 Northwest Germany
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The patchwork collection of microstates in central and northern Germany shown on this map reflects the many political entities from which “First Wave” German-speaking emigrants left.



1803 Germany and Italy
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As Napoleon I gained dominance over Europe, he changed country boundaries to the detriment of Austria and the German states of prince-bishops.



1806 Germany and Italy
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1812 Napoleonic-Era Germany
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After Napoleon I conquered the German states, he rearranged many boundaries and created a “Confederation of the Rhine” (Rheinbund) to replace the Holy Roman Empire.




PART FOUR
Nineteenth-Century Germany

German states in the nineteenth century—a time typically spanning from Napoleon’s final defeat in 1815 through the end of World War I in 1918—went through relatively few boundary changes compared to earlier centuries. But the unchanging borders belied immense political, economic, and social changes happening within the states and among their residents.

The era began with the Congress of Vienna, which was designed to put Europe on an even keel after two decades of Napoleonic turmoil. And while the Congress used the principle of “legitimacy” to restore many parts of Europe to their previous rulers, it didn’t completely turn back the clock for the German states. Some of the German states were returned to their pre-1789 overlords, but the Congress mostly maintained Napoleon’s consolidation of small states into larger units. Prussia became more of a force in western Germany, gaining the Rhineland and Westphalia. Poland, which Napoleon had partially resurrected under the name “Grand Duchy of Warsaw,” was again partitioned out of existence, but with slightly different allocations to Prussia, Russia, and Austria.

The Congress also created the Germanic Confederation, a faint echo of the old Holy Roman Empire (which remained dead). The now mostly larger German states embraced capitalism—or, at least, no longer operated under feudal rules that discouraged it. And though they failed, the Revolutions of 1848 awoke in some people a political consciousness, spurring some to emigrate to America and others to advocate for political reforms.

After the Napoleonic Wars, emigration from the German states began again in earnest. Industrialization in Germany meant the labor force required fewer agricultural workers and created many urban factory jobs. This labor market change (along with the low quality of life that often accompanied them) was a major “push factor” that spurred immigration to America, as were restrictive marriage policies and the institution of military service requirements by many of the German states. “Pulling” immigrants to America were the many existing German-speaking enclaves, along with the economic and political freedom that could be found there.

Prussia continued its march to dominance. Under its “blood and iron” chancellor Otto von Bismarck, Prussia pursued a dual strategy of uniting the disparate parts of its own kingdom (through military force against other German states) and making Prussia the leader of a united German empire (through a combination of economic pressure and military success against outside rivals). Prussia first fought with Austria in 1864 to “liberate” Schleswig and Holstein from Danish control, one of several short wars that resulted in some of the only boundary changes in the nineteenth century.

When Austria realized that those territories would be added to Prussia rather than remain independent German states in 1866, it declared war and lost quickly and spectacularly in what has become known as the Seven Weeks’ War. Austria could no longer contest Prussia’s leadership of the German states, and Prussia punished the German states that sided with Austria: Hanover, Hesse-Kassel, Nassau, and the free city of Frankfurt all lost their independence, while Hesse Darmstadt ceded territory to Prussia.

Prussia also founded a customs union with most of the other German states, and (most critically) spearheaded victory in the Franco-Prussian War. Bismarck goaded France to declare war in 1870. Just a year later, Bismarck had defeated France, and the Prussian king was proclaimed emperor of the Second German Empire at the Palace of Versailles.

Despite these conquests by Prussia, the actual boundary changes wrought by the Second German Empire were relatively minimal. The now-unified Germany opted to be called a “federal empire,” in which the component kingdoms and duchies kept their own rulers and continued to run many aspects of their own internal affairs.

Boundaries from this time period are especially important. Many entries for village names in the Family History Library Catalog <www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/search> (a key genealogical resource) are still tied to which state the village belonged to during the Second Empire period. Likewise, vestiges of those boundaries live on in the boundaries of today’s German states, as well as the jurisdiction of the Protestant state churches (which we’ll discuss more in part 7).

Like in the previous section, the maps included here show the “big picture,” and part 5 will show each area in more detail. Some maps start to show additional physical features such as mountains. (Railroads, important roads, and rivers—the latter of which were the transportation superhighways before canals—had been shown on maps for centuries.) This great topographical detail can hint at why some of the boundaries seem so strange.
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TIMELINE

1806

French Emperor Napoleon I’s Confederation of the Rhine replaces the moribund Holy Roman Empire.

1815

The Congress of Vienna upholds Napoleon’s system of consolidated German city-states and creates the Germanic Confederation. In the decades that follow, Prussia and Austria each vie to have the greatest influence over the Confederation.

1848

Revolutions spread across Europe, including the German states of Baden, Bavaria, and Prussia. The governments respond by allowing some political and economic reforms, but not before thousands emigrate.

1871

The Second German Empire, spearheaded by Prussian prime minister Otto von Bismarck, is formed.

1882

German immigration to the United States peaks, with more than a quarter-million Germans coming to America.

1884

The German Empire acquires colonies in Africa and the South Pacific. These will later be lost at the end of World War I.



1815–1866 The German Confederation
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The German Confederation, created as part of the Congress of Vienna, includes German states as referenced in documents of early Second Wave immigrants to America.



1817 North West Germany
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After the Congress of Vienna undid Napoleonic Europe, some noble states in northwestern Germany assumed different shapes.



c. 1828 Northern Germany
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While titled “Northern Germany,” this map shows the German Confederation with the thirty-something independent German states still in existence.



1828–1834 The German Customs Unions until 1834
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1834–1866 The German Customs Unions from 1834
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The first step toward replacing a weak German Confederation with a united German empire was forming a Zollverein (customs union). The customs union took censuses, some of which have recently become available for research.



1866–1871 Union of the German States to the Reich
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This alternative look at the German Confederation features German states as they would have appeared when early Second Wave emigrants left.



1869 The Minor States of Germany
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This map shows the many German states on the eve of German unification. As you’ll note, several principalities dotted central Germany.



1871 Germany after the Establishment of the Empire
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Germany finally united as a single state in 1871. This map reflects the layout of German states between unification and World War I. These boundaries are important for those researching Second Wave immigrant ancestors and/or in the FamilySearch catalog (which uses these “Second Empire” boundaries to categorize records).




PART FIVE
Regional and State Maps

Throughout the first four sections, we’ve mapped the history of Germany chronologically from a “30,000-foot view”—giving a “flyover” vantage point to everything from the ancient Germanic tribes to the Middle Ages’ microstates to the Second German Empire. We need the kind of context those maps provide, but we also need maps that provide a view “closer to the ground” and show more villages and features of historical German areas.

In this section, we’ve included at least one detailed historical map for every area of Germany today: often, one from the late eighteenth century (late in the First Wave of immigration to America but before the Napoleonic reorganization) and another from the late nineteenth or early twentieth century (during the Second German Empire/Second Wave of immigration).

To a large degree, these more-local maps are the meat of this atlas because of the many villages they show. By comparing earlier and later maps to each other, you can see the effects of the mediatization and secularization processes, along with the dissolution of the Holy Roman Empire. Likewise, certain maps document the Hohenzollern family’s rise from the rulers of a tiny southwest German microstate to kings of a sprawling Prussia, plus how expansions welded those parts together and helped it dominate nineteenth-century Germany.

The states you see in this section’s maps are the ones that may be noted as immigrants’ birthplaces, residences, or places of previous citizenship in such important documents as naturalization records, US and state censuses, church registers, tombstones, and civil registrations of marriages or deaths. Knowing that an ancestor was from Baden or Hesse may not be immediately helpful since finding records often depends on knowledge of the village’s name. But finding a US record that references a region more detailed than “German Empire” or “Kingdom of Prussia” narrows the search. Because the Kingdom of Prussia was so large, it was divided into Provinzen (provinces, or the equivalent of states). Having the name of a Provinz, therefore, can be helpful in narrowing a search beyond the ubiquitous and less-than-helpful Prussia.

This section gives you the ability to scope out smaller parts of Germany, on the level of states or Provinzen. This view is especially valuable because the maps display these areas as they were during both the First Wave and Second Wave of immigration to America. The place name index at the back of this book can provide valuable aid in this respect as well.

Look at the maps—and the political border changes they indicate—to make educated guesses about what German state(s) an immigrant village of origin may lie in. This will help you more quickly tie the immigrant to his village of origin when US records do not specify one. Using other factors, such as religion, naming patterns (some names are distinct to certain parts of Germany), and known origins of American neighbors might help the “process of elimination” along further.

Another enormous aid for genealogists studying this era of German history is the online version of Meyers Gazetteer <www.meyersgaz.org>, which includes both a modern Google Maps version of Germany and overlays from the historical Ravenstein’s Atlas. Meyers Gazetteer (produced in the early 1900s) is the best geographical dictionary of place names from the Second Empire period. Likewise, Ravenstein’s Atlas <uwdc.library.wisc.edu/collections/german/ravenstein> is from the early 1880s and was the finest-scale map done in the nineteenth century. The detailed maps in this section help fill in an intermediate time period between Ravenstein and the modern day, since most of the maps here were produced in the late 1800s or early 1900s.

Let’s look at an example of the type of changes and differing information that might appear in these maps. Compare the Putzger’s map of Baden (showing the states of Baden in 1771) with that from the Meyers Geographischer Hand-Atlas (from 1892). In little more than a century, Baden went from several states (the largest of which was Baden-Durlach, a series of disconnected territories in northern, central, and southern Baden) to one Grand Duchy of Baden.
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TIMELINE

1356

Holy Roman Emperor Charles IV formalizes the list of rulers whose titles allow them to vote in imperial elections.

1648

At the end of the Thirty Years War, the number of German microstates reaches its peak.

1803

The Reichsdeputationshauptschluss—the “final recess of the Imperial diet”—leads to a large reduction in the number of independent German states. Napoleon, who invaded a few years later, further reduces the number of city-states.



1892 Alsace-Lorraine
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As many of its town names imply, the Elsass-Lothringen (Alsace-Lorraine) region is a mix of cultures: culturally German, but historically part of France.



1771 Baden
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Before the Napoleonic period, many smaller, independent political units made up what became the Grand Duchy of Baden.



1892 Baden
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Baden remained an independent grand duchy along the Rhine River during the Second German Empire.



1777 Bavaria
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During the Napoleonic period, Bayern (Bavaria) expanded its borders to include some formerly independent microstates. The pre-expansion state is shown in light green.



1302–1347 Bavaria

[image: ]

1507–1819 Bavaria
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The Wittelsbachers, the ruling family of Bayern (Bavaria), has held land in the region since the Middle Ages. Their holdings grew considerably from the fourteenth century to the Napoleonic era.



1889 Bavaria
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Bayern (Bavaria) had nearly all of southeastern Germany under its domain. During the Second German Empire period, the state also included Die Pfalz (the Palatinate) in southwest Germany.



1875 Brandenburg
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Brandenburg, the state in which the city of Berlin lies, was a Prussian possession for centuries. By contrast, Anhalt was a minor independent state.



1849 Brunswick
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Braunschweig (Brunswick) was a minor, disconnected state, but it remained independent of Prussia through the Second German Empire period.



1892 Hanover
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Hannover (Hanover) had been an independent entity for centuries before it was conquered by Prussia in the middle of the nineteenth century.



1892 Hesse
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Hesse remained divided between an independent Grand Duchy of Hessen (centered on Darmstadt) and areas made into provinces of Prussia (centered on Kassel and the Nassau area).



1888 Mecklenburg
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There were two nineteenth-century states that had the name Mecklenburg: Mecklenburg-Schwerin (outlined in yellow) and Mecklenburg-Strelitz (in red).



1912 Oldenburg
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The Grand Duchy of Oldenburg remained an independent state during the Second German Empire period.



1892 Pomerania
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Pommern (Pomerania) was Prussia’s primary outlet to the Baltic Sea (Ost-See or “Eastern Sea” in German).



1912 Posen
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Prussia seized Posen during the Partitions of Poland, and the map shows areas in which Polish continued to predominate.



1415–1806 Prussia
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This German-language map shows how Prussia grew from a small territory in the eastern German backwater to a dominant state with several non-contiguous parts across central Europe.



1806–1905 Prussia
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As Prussia continued to grow, people in the German states began thinking of themselves as members of one nation, rather than separate duchies and kingdoms. As such, you may see Germans from disparate parts of the region noted as “Prussian”—even if they came from an area not historically in Prussia.



1415–1914 Prussia
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This English-language map summarizes how Prussia came to dominate Germany through some five centuries of expansion (despite occasional setbacks).



1828 Prussia
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This English-language map shows Prussia’s eastern contiguous territories before it fought several mid-nineteenth-century wars that expanded the kingdom.



1855 Prussia (and Saxony)
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This English-language map shows the eastern provinces of Prussia alongside the much smaller Kingdom of Saxony.



1886 Prussia (and North Germany)
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After several successful wars, Prussia annexed Hanover and parts of Hesse, geographically linking its western territories in the Rhineland and Westphalia.



1898 Prussia (West and East Prussia)
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The easternmost provinces of the Kingdom of Prussia were its namesakes, Ostpreussen and Westpreussen (East and West Prussia).



1897 Rhine Province
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Most of the Rheinprovinz (Rhineland province) was incorporated into Prussia after the Napoleonic Wars.



1875 Saxony
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The Königreich Sachsen (Kingdom of Saxony) was the portion of historical Saxony that remained independent of Prussian control during the Second Empire period.



1889 Silesia
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Schlesien (Silesia) was Prussian for about two hundred years, but now is almost entirely part of Poland.



1897 Schleswig-Holstein
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Germany’s northernmost frontier adjoins Denmark. In the Second Empire period, as shown here, that borderland (Schleswig-Holstein) extended farther north than it does today.



1900 Thuringia
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Thüringen (Thuringia), which didn’t fully unite until World War I, was the last substantial part of Germany to remain divided into microstates.



1897 Westphalia
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Most of Westfalen (Westphalia) was part of the prince-bishoprics of Münster and Paderborn before becoming a province of Prussia.



1789 Württemberg
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Before the Napoleonic reorganization, Württemberg was a duchy (pink areas), and many smaller territories and city-states dotted the region.



1912 Württemberg
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The Kingdom of Württemberg remained an independent entity during the Second German Empire period.




PART SIX
Twentieth-Century Germany

After World War I, Germany attempted to put its imperial past behind it. Kaiser Wilhelm II abdicated in the face of a revolution, leading to the formation of a representative democracy. Nicknamed the Weimar Republic after the city in which the constitutional assembly formed, this fledgling republic comprised a Germany in ruin, stung by the substantial territorial losses and limitations imposed on it by the victorious Allied Powers. Alsace-Lorraine was returned to France, a “Polish corridor” to the North Sea was carved out of Posen and West Prussia for a reborn Poland, and a few small areas were given to Belgium. To prevent future German aggression, the Rhineland and Saarland were demilitarized and occupied by France, with Saarland only becoming German again after a 1935 plebiscite.

Like the Second Empire (a federal collection of states ruled by nobles), the Weimar Republic was really a collection of individual republics—each state ruled, by and large, by prominent landowners and called a Freistaat (German for “free state”). Others used expressions like Republik or Volksstaat (people’s state), though these were associated with the enemy France and so were unpopular.

But things began to change as the Nazis took power in the 1930s. The Nazis abolished the concept of a federal republic, forming a unitary, centralized dictatorship that ruled over Gaue (districts) that had appointed leadership.

The end of World War II brought all of Germany under occupation and further territorial losses. The Soviet Union claimed the northern part of East Prussia and absorbed large swaths of eastern Poland. Poland, likewise, shifted west and took the rest of West Prussia, part of Pomerania, and all of Silesia. The four major Allies in World War II—the United States, the United Kingdom, the Soviet Union, and France—each administered a portion of what remained of Germany. The three non-Communist allies united their zones into the Federal Republic of Germany (nicknamed West Germany) in 1949, while the Soviet Union reneged on the deal and set up a satellite state in its zone, called the German Democratic Republic (known as East Germany).

Post-war Germany switched over to a federal state (Land) system. (Indeed, Bayern was the only state to call itself a Freistaat after the war’s end. Saxony and Thuringia began to use the term too after Reunification, though the two terms are functionally the same.) Subunits of the Länder vary from one state to another, similar to how most US states have counties but Louisiana has parishes. Some Länder have three layers of government below them. Genealogists needn’t be concerned by the upper layers of Land government, since every state has county- or district-equivalents called Kreise. East Germany was initially also organized into five Länder. But in 1952, it was divided into fourteen Bezirke (districts) that followed no traditional lines. The Länder were in the process of being reconstituted when Germany was reunified after the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989. Archives, and therefore records of interest to genealogists, are most likely to be found the levels of the Land or Kreis.

Maps of Germany in the twentieth century are a study in both addition and subtraction. Germany as whole lost land after both World Wars, but most of the states of today’s Germany are larger than their counterparts in the Weimar Republic. Baden, Württemberg, and Hohenzollern now form the Land Baden-Württemberg. Hesse is its own state, but Lower Saxony contains what used to be Oldenburg, Hanover, and Brunswick. Three city-states remain in the German polity today—Bremen, Hamburg, and Berlin—perhaps a nod to the time when there were so many.

You can still see vestiges of the earlier boundaries in modern maps, and some of the state Protestant dioceses that you’ll see in the next section also have some borderlines that have been intact for centuries. Having said that, modern-day maps may not list the many defunct villages—quarters, neighborhoods, and sections (often denoted by the German-language word Teil, which literally means simply “part”)—that were merged out of existence by a wave of municipal consolidation in the 1970s.

You have several options for viewing up-to-date modern maps of Germany. Google Maps <maps.google.com> and Mapquest <www.mapquest.com> show detailed maps of Germany and allow you to zoom in and out. For those preferring a print atlas, the large-sized, spiral-bound ADAC Maxiatlas Deutschland 2018/2019 1:150 000 from the publisher Falk is great for how granular it is—the scale is six times more detailed than Ravenstein’s Atlas!
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TIMELINE

1914

Germany becomes the first nation to declare war on other major countries in what becomes World War I. Upon its defeat in 1918, Germany is saddled with blame for the war and forms the doomed Weimar Republic.

1933

Capitalizing on political and economic instability, Adolf Hitler’s Nazi party forms a unitary German state. Over the next several years, Germany seizes land in Czechoslovakia and invades many of its neighbors, triggering World War II in Europe.

1945

The Allied Powers defeat Germany, removing the Nazi Party from power and redrawing German borders. The country is partitioned by the United States, France, and the United Kingdom (whose portions eventually make up the capitalist West Germany) as well as the Soviet Union (whose portion becomes the communist East Germany).

1989

The Berlin Wall, an important symbol of the division between East and West Germany, falls. The two Germanys reunify the following year.



1925 Weimar Republic
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Many of Germany’s states retained their Second Empire boundaries in the Weimar Republic after World War I.



1944 Divisions of the Third Reich
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The Nazi Party reorganized the German states (as well as Austria and other territories conquered during the war) into districts with appointed leaders.



1969 West Germany


[image: ]

So-called “West Germany” was created in 1949 when the British, American and French occupation zones were reunited under German self-government.



1972 East Germany
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For most of its history, East Germany (formally known in German as the Deutsche Democratische Republik or DDR) was divided into districts.



2007 Germany since Reunification


[image: ]

The modern German state names are often used as locations for events that occurred there—even for events predating their creation.



2019 Baden-Württemberg Divisions
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2019 Bavaria Divisions
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2019 Brandenburg Divisions
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2019 Hesse Divisions
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2019 Lower Saxony Divisions
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2019 Mecklenburg-Vorpommern Divisions
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2019 North Rhine-Westphalia Divisions
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2019 Rhineland-Palatinate Divisions
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2019 Saarland Divisions
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2019 Saxony Divisions
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2019 Saxony-Anhalt Divisions
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2019 Schleswig-Holstein Divisions
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2019 Thuringia Divisions
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PART SEVEN
Modern-Day Religious and Demographic Maps

Many types of maps do not just show political boundaries. Indeed, some don’t show political boundaries at all. Karten showing religion, language, dialects, or other demographic items are also valuable to the genealogist in going beyond the “what,” “when,” and “who” of history to help him understand the “how” and “why.” Demographic maps can also help you track down records and documents about your German-speaking ancestral families.

Maps regarding religion, in particular, can be useful. Since religious records (which sometimes predate civil registration by centuries) serve as vital record substitutes, information about an ancestor’s religious leanings is always helpful and often essential to establishing a pedigree for German-speaking people.

Conversely, the religious landscape in the United States is complicated. There was never an established church in Pennsylvania, the epicenter of the First Wave of German immigration, making it more difficult to find clues about your ancestors’ religious background in the old country. Such was the case throughout the United States, where many Protestant denominations flowered in the eighteenth century. Often the decision to join a church had as much (or more) to do with what was closest geographically to a worshipper, rather what most closely aligned with his Old World religious faith.

As the history section outlined, there were considerably fewer religions to choose from in Germany. Researchers simply need to find out whether their ancestors were Protestant or Roman Catholic, since the legally established denomination was inevitably either Catholicism or one of just two flavors of Protestantism (Lutheran or Reformed). Some states of Germany allowed for religious tolerance—at least, for these three mainstream faiths. However, the overwhelming number of people in smaller sects (including Anabaptists, such as Amish and Mennonites) emigrated from Germany.

Most of the Protestant congregations today belong to one or another independent state church body with territorial lines that more often follow the Second Empire boundaries rather than the present-day ones. These dioceses, in turn, are part of the Evangelical Church in Germany (known by the acronym EKD for its German name Evangelische Kirche in Deutschland). The “Evangelical” name was first used for the denomination that resulted from the 1817 union of the Lutherans and Reformed in Prussian lands.

Tracking down records from Protestant congregations can still be tricky because of changing parish lines (as well as the creation of new parishes). So in this section, we’ve included maps for the intermediate units of the state Evangelische churches, called by a variety of names such as Kirchenkreisen and Dekanaten. This is important because you can use these modern-day divisions to “drill-down” and search for parishes on the Archion.de website <www.archion.de>, which is the supersite for digitized historical records from the Protestant churches

To view maps that have divisions and parishes from the late nineteenth century and early twentieth century, you can check out the digitized version of geographical dictionary Meyers Gazetteer <www.meyersgaz.org> or the sixty-plus-volume called Map Guides to German Parish Registers (Family Roots Publishing), a series of print guides by Kevan Hansen. Maps that include these units also can be useful in tracing the records of parishes that were historically important but may be defunct today.

Maps of languages and ethnicities also can be helpful. German is a language of many distinct dialects in which speakers have many words and expressions that may not translate well to speakers of other dialects—even today. Some dialects go all the way back to the “stem duchies” in the early Middle Ages; others are purely an incident of later geography. There is also a significant line running north-south that separates the furthest western encroachment of the Slavic peoples into the ancient territory of Germania. This line was subject to encroachment by German colonization, especially by Prussians in Eastern Europe.

Maps with demographic data show the “boundaries” of religion and language are often different than those merely with political boundaries. While the latter were often caused by war or accidents of noble inheritance, religious and linguistic maps reflect the more enduring bonds forged by affinities of culture. In doing so, these maps help complete the picture of the world in which German emigrants to America lived.
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TIMELINE

1563

Council of Trent requires Catholics to keep records of sacraments such as baptism and marriage; Protestants follow suit.

1650s

Many Roman Catholic, Lutheran, and Reformed church registers date to this era after the end of the Thirty Years War.

1817

Lutheran and Reformed faiths merged together in the Kingdom of Prussia, creating the Evangelische church, which now is far and away Germany’s largest Protestant denomination.



Catholic Provinces
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Germany’s current Roman Catholic dioceses have the main archives for records of that faith. Archdioceses are marked with a double line in their crosses.



Regional Protestant Churches
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The regional Protestant churches are all affiliates of the Evangelical Church in Germany. See the pages that follow for maps of each region.



Baden
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Bavaria
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Berlin-Brandenburg
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Braunschweig
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Hannover
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Hessen u Nassau
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Kurhessen
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Lippe
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Lippe Schaumburg
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Mitteldeutschland
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Nordkirche
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Oldenburg
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Pfalz
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Rheinland
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Sachsen
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Westfalen
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Württemberg
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2011 Religions in Germany
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In western Germany, the ratios between Protestant (purple) and Catholic (yellow) pluralities have changed in just a few areas over the centuries. But eastern Germany (blue), where religion was banned during communist times, has a non-religious plurality.



1892 Denominations of the German Reich
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Determining a German-speaking ancestor’s religion can help you find records about him in Europe. This map shows Catholic areas in red and Protestant ones in blue.



1618 Religions in Germany
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At the beginning of the Thirty Years War, Germany was divided along denominational lines between Catholics (in purple) and Protestants (in orange).



Christianity in Europe

814
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Christianity spread all over western and southern Europe—including in central Europe, where the Germans finally converted in 814.



1100
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In 1054, the Great Schism split Christianity in Europe into eastern (Orthodox; in blue) and western (Catholic; in red) rites, with the former following the patriarch of Constantinople and the latter following the Catholic pope.



1545–1620 The Protestant Reformation
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The Protestant Reformation split Europe into Protestant and Catholic spheres of influence. Each color represents areas predominated by a sect of Protestantism, while grey represents areas where other faith traditions (such as Catholicism) dominated.




PART EIGHT
Other German-Speaking Lands

When we talk about “German” ancestry, there are actually several regions this ancestry could hail from: Germany today, lands that were historically part of Germany (but no longer are), or German-speaking regions that were never part of Germany itself.

This chapter includes a smattering of maps from these areas, and they’re useful for a couple of good reasons. First, many people searching their “German” roots have at least one ancestor from outside of today’s Germany. In a fair number of records, researchers may find ethnicity, language, and political allegiance were conflated or confused with “German-speaking” to “German.” Secondly, there was a substantial amount of migration between Germany proper and these other areas. In fact, it’s estimated that 85 percent of emigration from what’s now Germany in the eighteenth century was to areas in the east.

Notably, Switzerland is a tiny nation in which about two-thirds of its people speak German as their first language. The country has twenty-six cantons (politically equivalent to small American states), and nineteen of them are primarily German speaking. Historically, Swiss cantons were tiny states in the Holy Roman Empire that formed a nucleus and proclaimed their independence from the Empire. Late in the thirteenth century, three mountainous forest cantons formed the Swiss Confederation, borrowing its name from Schwyz, one of the three cantons. More cantons joined over the centuries, and its borders have been stable since the post-Napoleonic reorganization in 1815.

Despite the Germanic heritage, Swizerland is a multi-linguistic country, making it an interesting case study. As stated earlier, German is the primary language in most cantons, but French predominates in six cantons and Italian in one other. Romansch, a Latin-based language, is another notable minority language in some cantons, with six percent of the overall Swiss population as speakers. Many Swiss speak more than one language, and the linguistic “borders” within Switzerland sometimes are fluid. The canton Fribourg, for example, is officially French-speaking but has a substantial German-speaking minority.

Many of the estimated six million Americans with Swiss ancestry are descendants of immigrants from German-speaking cantons, including thousands who came in the pre-Revolutionary War “First Wave” of German arrivals. Of these, some were immigrants who came directly. But others might be called “two-steppers”: Many Swiss left the cantons in the 1600s to help repopulate southwest German states devastated in religious conflicts such as the Thirty Years War, but then went to America within a few generations.

Lands ruled by ethnically German dynasties in central Europe serve as other interesting case studies. Both the Prussian Hohenzollerns and the Austrian Hapsburgs colonized non-German lands with German speakers, though their methods differed. Prussia colonized a few areas it took from Poland with ethnic Germans, but primarily contented itself with finding ways to add other German-speaking states to its domain. As maps in the previous sections show, most of Prussia’s march was westward.

The Hapsburgs, on the other hand, had a larger view of German expansion. Originally from what is now Switzerland, the Hapsburgs moved to modern Austria, which was considered a border of the German world. Indeed, Austria’s name in German is Österreich, referring to its status as the “eastern borderland” during the time of Charlemagne. Instead of consolidating westward power like their Prussian rivals, the Hapsburgs turned their eyes east, well beyond the boundaries of today’s truncated, German-speaking Austria. They encouraged Germans to settle in these eastern lands, creating a polyglot domain of many ethnicities and languages that eventually became part of Austria-Hungary.

As the Austrian Empire gained land from the Ottoman Empire, many of these German-speaking enclaves appear in Austrian maps. But there were also some pioneer enclaves dating back to the Middle Ages. Pioneer groups included the Deutschbalten (the “Baltic Germans” of Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania), the Karpatendeustche (“Carpathian Germans” in what’s now Slovakia and Ukraine), Siebenbürger Sachsen (“Transylvanian Saxons,” now in Romania), and the “Gottscheers” (named after Gottschee, a district in today’s Slovenia).

The largest groups from the colonist era were the Donauschwaben (literally “Danubian Swabians”) who founded many colonies near the Danube River in modern Hungary, Croatia, Serbia and Romania. Russian Empress Catherine the Great invited another large group of Germans to settle in areas of Russia (in the Volga River area, around the Black Sea, Bessarabia, and Volhynia). Many of these ethnic Germans now have come to the United States and go by the collective name “Germans from Russia.”

Two other German-speaking microstates, Luxembourg and Liechtenstein, show up on many of the maps from the Holy Roman Empire period. Luxembourg, at one time, was a major power in the empire, even becoming the imperial dynasty for a time in the 1300s and early 1400s. It is now a rough triangle between France, Belgium, and Germany that speaks German, French, and a High German dialect called Luxembourgish. The tiny principality of Liechtenstein was created in 1719 when its lands (then known as the Herrschaft of Schellenberg and Vaduz) were purchased by the Liechtenstein family in a successful attempt to gain as seat in the Imperial diet.
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TIMELINE

1291

The cantons of Uri, Schwyz, and Unterwalden begin the Swiss Confederation and seek to secede from the Holy Roman Empire.

1740–1748

The War of Austrian Succession profoundly alters the German power balance. Prussia is ascendant, while Austria looks eastward outside of German-speaking lands.

1763

Russian Empress Catherine the Great, born a German princess, invites many German-speaking people to her empire, following the lead of Austrian Empress Maria Theresa’s colonization of the Balkans.



976–1815 Territorial Development of Austria-Hungary
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The Hapsburg dynasty greatly expanded the territories under its control from its origins in 976. The empire eventually included large swaths of Central and Eastern Europe, including what is now Switzerland, Germany, Austria, and more.



1886 Austria and Hungary
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The Austro-Hungarian Empire was composed of many provinces, all united under the Hapsburg emperor. This map shows the region just one year before the crowns of Austria and Hungary formed a constitutional union to create Austria-Hungary.



1914–1915 Distribution of Races in Austria-Hungary
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Austria-Hungary had many different ethnicities in its empire, including many ethnic enclaves that crossed political provincial borders. Each color represents a different ethnicity, with Germans in pink.



2019 Austria
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Austria was stripped of its empire following World War I. Today, Austria is composed of eight states plus its capital of Vienna (Wien).



1315–1513 Lands of the Swiss
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This map shows the territorial progression of the Swiss Confederation in its first two hundred years of existence.



1291–1815 Swiss Cantons
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The Swiss Confederation began with just three cantons (Schwyz, Unterwalden, and Uri) in 1291, but attracted other members over the centuries.



2000 Languages in Switzerland
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Present-day Swiss speak many different languages. This language distribution map shows how a large swath of the nation speaks German, while French, Italian, and Romansch dominate other, smaller areas.



1832 Switzerland


[image: ]

This map of Switzerland in 1832 shows physical features such as mountains and rivers in addition to the canton boundaries and major cities.



895 Central European Ethnicities
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This map shows the various ethnicities of Europeans in the early Middle Ages. Germanic peoples are shown in red/pink.



1410 East German Colonization
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German communities expanded eastward. The blue line here indicates the historical boundary between the German and Slavic peoples, established before the time of Charlemagne. Though people east of the line might speak German, they’ll likely have Slavic names.




Glossary and Map Sources

GERMAN GLOSSARY: Geographic Terms



	GERMAN NAME
	ENGLISH NAME (IF DIFFERENT)
	NOTES



	Anhalt
	 
	see Sachsen-Anhalt



	Baden
	 
	state in the Second Empire



	Baden-Württemberg
	 
	present-day Land



	Bayern
	Bavaria
	state in the Second Empire and present-day Land



	Berlin
	 
	city-state



	Brandenburg
	 
	Prussian province and present-day Land



	Braunschweig
	Brunswick
	state in the Second Empire



	Bremen
	 
	city-state



	Eisenach
	 
	see Sachsen-Weimar-Eisenach



	Elsaß-Lothringen
	Alsace-Lorraine
	territory in the Second Empire



	Hamburg
	 
	city-state



	Hannover
	Hanover
	Prussian province



	Habsburg
	Hapsburg
	refers to Austrian royal family, as well as the territories they ruled



	Hessen
	Hesse
	present-day Land



	Hessen-Kessel
	Hesse-Cassel
	state in the Second Empire



	Hessen- Darmstadt
	Hesse-Darmstadt
	state in the Second Empire



	Hinterpommern
	Further (East) Pomerania
	Prussian province



	Hohenzollern
	 
	state in the Second Empire



	Kassel
	Cassel
	see Hesse-Cassel



	Köln
	Cologne
	 



	Lippe-Detmold
	 
	state in the Second Empire



	Mecklenburg-Schwerin
	 
	state in the Second Empire



	Mecklenburg-Strelitz
	 
	state in the Second Empire



	Mecklenburg-Vorpommern
	Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania
	present-day Land



	München
	Munich
	 



	Niedersachsen
	Lower Saxony
	present-day Land



	Nordrhein-Westfalen
	North Rhine-Westphalia
	present-day Land



	Nürnberg
	Nuremberg
	 



	Oldenburg
	 
	state in the Second Empire



	Österreich
	Austria
	 



	Ostpreußen
	East Prussia
	Prussian province



	Pfalz
	Palatinate
	state in the Second Empire



	Pommern
	Pomerania
	Prussian province



	Preußen
	Prussia
	state in the Second Empire



	Posen
	 
	Prussian province



	Reuß ältere Linie
	Reuss (older line)
	state in the Second Empire



	Reuß jüngere Linie
	Reuss (younger line)
	state in the Second Empire



	Rheinland
	Rhineland
	present-day Land



	Rheinland-Pfalz
	Rhineland-Palatinate
	present-day Land



	Saarland
	 
	present-day Land



	Sachsen
	Saxony
	state in the Second Empire; present-day Land



	Sachsen
	Saxony
	Prussian province



	Sachsen-Altenburg
	Saxony-Altenburg
	state in the Second Empire



	Sachsen-Anhalt
	Saxony-Anhalt
	state in the Second Empire; present-day Land



	Sachsen-Coburg und Gotha
	Saxe-Coburg and Gotha
	state in the Second Empire



	Sachsen-Meiningen
	Saxony-Meiningen
	state in the Second Empire



	Sachsen-Weimar-Eisensach
	Saxe-Weimar-Eisenach
	state in the Second Empire



	Schaumburg-Lippe
	 
	state in the Second Empire



	Schleswig-Holstein
	 
	Prussian province and present-day Land



	Schlesien
	Silesia
	Prussian province



	Schwarzburg-Rudolstadt
	 
	state in the Second Empire



	Südpreußen
	South Prussia
	late-1700s Prussian province



	Thüringen
	Thuringia
	present-day Land



	Waldeck und Pyrmont
	 
	state in the Second Empire



	Weimar
	 
	see Sachsen-Weimar-Eisenach



	Westfalen
	Westphalia
	Prussian province



	Westpreußen
	West Prussia
	Prussian province



	Wien
	Vienna
	 



	Württemberg
	 
	state in the Second Empire



	Ungarn
	Hungary
	 




GERMAN GLOSSARY: Jurisdiction and Nobility Terms



	GERMAN
	ENGLISH



	Amt
	district



	Ansiedlung
	settlement



	Bauerschaft
	farm township,



	Bezirk
	district



	Bürgergemeinde
	civil community



	Dekanat
	deanery



	Domäne
	state-owned estate



	Dorf
	village



	Flecken
	small town



	Fürstentum, Fürst
	principality, prince



	Gau
	district



	Gebiet
	territory, region,



	Gemeinde
	community



	Grafschaft, Graf
	countship, count, earl



	Großherzogtum, Großherzog
	grandduchy, grandduke



	Gut
	farmestate



	Herrschaft
	lord’s estate



	Herzogt(h)um, Herzog
	duchy, duke



	Kaierreich, Kaiser
	empire, emperor



	Kanton
	canton



	Kirchengemeinde
	church parish



	Kirchensprengel
	church district



	Kirchspiel
	church parish



	Kolonie
	colony



	Königreich, König
	kingdom, king



	Kreis
	district, county



	Land
	state



	Landgemeinde
	rural community



	Landkreis
	rural county



	Mark
	march(borderland)



	Marktgemeinde
	market town



	Marktflecken
	market town



	Oberamt
	governing district



	Ortsteil
	quarter, part of a city



	Provinz
	province



	Regierensbezirk
	region, governing district



	Reich
	empire, realm



	Rittergut, Ritter
	knight’s estate, knight



	Staat
	sovereign state



	Stadt
	city



	Stadtgemeinde
	neighborhood (of a city)



	Stadtkreis
	city-county



	Verwaltungsbezirk
	administrative district



	Weiler
	hamlet
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