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In t roduc t ion
The political events of the 11th and 13th centuries in 

division of Poland from the second third of the 11th to 
feudal division of Ruthenia in the same period, step by 

One of the possible consequences of the processes men
the lands of the West Balts, determined by the sudden 

Prussian warrior elites, and caused an increase in inva
and Western Europe, and the early Russian principali

the article: 
1 with weapons 

Aschen-plätzePrussian warrior elites in the late 12th and 13th cen
1

ROMAN SHIROUKHOV
Abstract

Aschenplätze



SOCIETIEStefacts, and not in the last instance of the density of 

analysed here, and based on some features of the burial 

and 12th centuries were found mainly in Prussian dou

2
2 Also at least seven silver denars from the late tenth and 
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nars from the 11th to the 13th centuries in the area de

local craftsmen, bronze bowls (Hansaschüssel 3 and 

middle of the tenth century, where they appeared un

amount of balances found in the West Balt area could have been imported from western and northwest Eu

13th centuries found in the West Balt area are also 

4 Probably the latest 

Biermann et al.

the area of historic Sambia, are stored in private collections 
3
4

occurred in the 11th to 13th centuries in Prussian dou

Bronze  bowls  f rom the  11 th  to  13 th cen tu r i e s 
Hansaschüssel,

directions and a certain level of economic development 

Bronze bowls distributed in Prussian territory have a 

 Bronze bowls were found in ten 
Hansaschüssel
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bronze bowls found in Prussian territory occurred at 

with pottery, horse harnesses and a few other items

Bronze bowls were used more by wealthy Prussians in daily life as tableware, and perhaps accompanied 
with weapons, horse harnesses and other imports and 

i n sc r ip t ions
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 and several cremation 

below, with numerous weapons, horse harnesses and 

11

12

11

12
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layer cremations supported with numerous weapons, 
Impor t s  f rom the  eas t
the disappearance of Arabic dirhams, coincides with a 
could have been two main trade routes to Prussia for 

13
13

Bronze  and  i ron  maceheads
Bronze and iron maceheads are typical of the Prus
produced by Ruthenian craftsmen in the 11th centu

ples, were found in former territories of the old Rus
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14

14

which correspond to the 12th to the early 13th century 
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The level of concentration of power in the hands of Prussian warrior elites perhaps demanded appropriate 

bowls, demonstrates the uniqueness of Prussian 11th 

Ruthen ian  mi l i t a ry  impor t s 

Other items associated with the Ruthenian military in Sambia are whip terminals in the form of the head of 
centres for their manufacture and distribution are 11th 

et al.
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et al.

et al

They probably represented the deceased as an owner of 

Sla t e  sp ind le  whor l s

et al.
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 all of them with horse harnesses and burials, and 12 with various weap

The fact of the appearance of slate spindle whorls 

The custom of 

same time that slate spindle whorls appeared in Prussian cremations with weapons and horse harnesses, 
et al.

The presence of slate spindle whorls in Prussian cre

the buried warrior, as do other imports
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the male

with weapons, horse harnesses and other imports represent the main social strata of consumption of slate 

Besides the material evidence of contacts between the Prussians and Ruthenians, there are a number of arte
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the contrary, the production of West Balt craftsmen 
eastern motifs reconsidered in the Baltic mode, found 

horse  ha rnesses  f rom the  t en th to  the  13 th  cen tu r i e s
prevail within the limits of Prussian burial customs 

The weapons situation of Prussian cemeteries is 
is mainly because of the disturbance of upper cre

artefacts typical of the warrior elite are already 
Theories about the predominance of weapons in Prus
with members of the warrior elites at the turn of the 11th 

use information from ten Prussian cemeteries of the 

Aschenplatz

of horses themselves occurred in 11 out of the 13 men

21 That is only 

cremations, and in several cases overlaid early horse 

21
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and horse burials occurred within the Aschenplatz area, 
22

tion is not suitable for the study of weapons and other 

23 one late inhumation,24

22

23
24
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 and in 

31
32 That is, 

33

31
32

33

in the upper layers of 22 cremations:34cremations with horse harnesses, and in four cremation 

 Swords and 
lin et al.,

layer cremations from the 11th to the 13th centuries,

to the 14th centuries, spearheads were found here in 
At Shosejnoje cemetery, which is almost destroyed by 

layer cremations with more or less preserved upper 
34
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41 Weapons, mainly spearheads, oc42

in other Balt territories, were found in cremations 

tributes and imports43

A comparison of the situations of different sites of 

artefacts are accessible in recent publications and ar

44

Scandinavian incomer barrows from the tenth and 11th 

41

42

43
44

 Bent spearheads, as a relic of an old tradition, 
 Thus 

Bent spearheads were also not found in any of the re

et al.
rituals of cremation several centuries before the Curonians, there were much fewer bent, distorted or bro

 and other cem

so familiar both from Curonian male inhumation 
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et al.

those buried with weapons and horse harnesses were 

Thus, we may conclude that the weapons situation of 

supported with symbols of power and wealth, such 
and horse harnesses, and other imported weapons 
with weapons were supported with swords, maces, 

Cemetery Graves: Total 
number

Graves with weapons Graves with weapons and horse harness Graves with weapons from 
Grave1 11 42 32 223 Schuditten 2 22 324 Seefeld 22 13 11 21C 32C 22 22,221
41
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13 th  cen tu r i e s  w i th  ho r se  ha rnesses 
in the future Prussian area in phase B1

human cremations with horse burials below them (dou
the culture of the population that inhabited the Sambi

et al.

pendants in different forms, stirrups, spurs, saddles and 

 That is, about 

 Bells were found in 14 horse 

Wooden saddles and parts of wooden saddles were 
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triple sets of horse harnesses were found, which possi
sented by bridle bits, different types of stirrups and 

 Horse bridle bells were found here in 32Stirrups of different types, often a pair, were found in 
 The cus  That 

1

site on  map Cemetery centuries1 14112 41 234
23 3

4211 3312 3413 43 1214 4

1
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 On the other hand, bridle bits with 

 In four double 
 Spurs are quite rare 

layer cremations with horse harnesses,

burials without clear traces of upper cremations,  are 
harnesses or horse burials have been uncovered at 

nied by one, two and even three horses (or suitable har
below rich cremations with weapons and imported  However, two or three 

richly equipped with weapons and imports, probably 

 Horse harness sets 
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 Thus, bridle bits with 
horseman cremations, or less frequently in other richly 

 Stir

 Grave 
tions, where three men were buried with weapons, im

dles are rich, they are without any weapons or imports 

As in other Prussian cemeteries from this period, spurs 
 Spurs 

This probably demonstrates that not all the individuals 
as traders, who were not involved in warrior activi
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 Also, 

liminarily dated to the late 12th or early 13th centu
In spite of the diverse statistical data from Prussian 
one common tendency needs to be stressed: human 

men and armless members of society buried with hors
that people buried with weapons, imports and richly adorned horses played an important role in Prussian 

portance of the horse, both in the everyday life and in 
the theory that not only armed horsemen, professional 

ly, they could be male adolescent Prussians who had 

This is typical of all cultures with an active role of the 

situation is typical of all nomadic societies that put a 
and could also apply to male adolescent Prussians 
Were Prussian women buried with horses in individual 
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companied by horses could testify to the distribution 

from the ninth or tenth century accompanied by a horse 

Period cemetery proves that some individuals buried 

et al.

several thousand horsemen Sambia could raise (
Prussians have only one close parallel in the Baltic 

koumiss,

burial rite of the Prussians from the tenth to the early 

the underworld, and only after that could manifest the 

that two or three, or even three or four, horse buri

Cemetery cremations without cremations (from all 
12 22,134

Cemeteries horse horseharnesses completeharness sets or harness 
Bells Stirrups SpursTerminalsAll1 232 423 114 11 3342 42 3
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eral horses were uncovereed mainly under cremation 

supported by several horses or harness sets, the same 

less prosperous members of Prussian society, to people of other occupations, and perhaps to adolescents 
 The most common horse harness objects from Prus

Therefore, a horse in the Prussian burial rite could have 
world, which was required for any free member of so

post-mortem, particu

perhaps in the case of burials with scattered horse re
At the turn of the 11th and 12th centuries, Prussian 

Aschenplätze

The increase in the number of burials with weapons and horse harnesses, and parts of them, in other Prus
sibly indicates the process of the consolidation of 
Aschenplätze  in Sambia at the turn of the 11th and 
The question of Aschenplätze as Prussian (and Curo

Aschenplätze as a 

vides Aschenplätze cemeteries into two types of burial 

Aschenplätze

tions, and made in one vast pit probably at the same 

the Aschenplätze

are about nine cemeteries with the mentioned collec
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Aschenplätze
Prussian Aschenplätze and supposed Aschenplätze

Aschenplätze, and supposed Aschenplätze
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Aschenplätze
they represent certain areas of cemeteries with vast 

Aschenplätze

earth (Brandschicht

Aschenplätze
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horse burials of the lower layers and the concentrations 
mations were put very close to each other for a certain 

pedition, this cemetery shows at least three zones with noticeable accumulations of cremations with weapons 
square metres, under a thin disturbed cremation, an 

It is obvious that such a concentration of cremations of 
ential clans, which performed administrative functions 
double and triple horse burials below the cremations in 

Aschenplätze, as certain areas of indi

Aschen-plätzefrom the 11th to 13th centuries possibly have a com

question of Sambian Aschenplätze still particularly 
Prussian and West Balt burial customs from the tenth 
The  P russ i an  war r io r  e l i t e  i n  the  l a t e 
12th and early 13th centuries, such as the dominance of merchants from German cities in the trade on the 
from the 11th to the early 13th century, and the appearance of the Teutonic Order on the border of the 
Under these conditions, at the turn of the 12th and 13th 
eral inhumations with weapons and horse harnesses 

under such inhumations are mostly parts of the lower 

participated in the clashes with Christian Polish feudal
At the end of the 13th century, Prussian cremations 
the nobles, went into the service of the Teutonic Order, 
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horse burials at the turn of the 13th and 14th centu
ries with male inhumations equipped with weapons Therefore,
formation of the political and administrative elite of a 
Conc lus ions

cremations with weapons and horse harnesses, also Aschenplätze, appeared on Sambian territo
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ons and horse harnesses, and also by later inhumations 
with Polish and German written sources from the 11th 
old Prussian warrior elite went into the service of the 

reports, unpublished data and personal papers, and for 

Abbrev ia t ions
Archaeologia Baltica 
Archaeologia Lituana ... metais 

Arch ives

Refe rences

In: Biblioteka Muzeum Archeologicznego w Poznaniu

In: LII A
IA RAN.

In:

In: LII A
.RAN
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Acta Praehistorica et Archaeologica In: ATL 2004 m. 
In: ATL  2005 m. 

 Arch. Baltica, Weapons, Weaponry and Man 
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In:
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In:
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Congressus Se-cundus Archaeologorum Balticorum Rigae,
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-nos duomenimis / The Curonians. Tribe Culture According -



SOCIETIES

-In

Prussia
Prussia -

, 5
In:

th th to 12thArchaeologia Historica

In:-ti
Arch. Lituana,

arch., -
In: ,

In:kultura
Šabli. In:

-In: Svod 
In:

In: Selo
-
-tion Period in the northern Poland

In:

Acta Balti-
-ologiia SSSR. In:.
,IIproblemos. -sians (5th th centuries A.D) In:

Stratum Plus : Prussia 
In: Prussia Antiqua, 2. Sitea. 

In: Prussia Antiqua, 4. Sitea. 
Arch. Lituana
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