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To my wife and partner Daisy, who has been “that battery’s vivandière and real boss,” and to my son Michael, named for a fallen warrior and true hero, and who, hopefully, will be the first of the family in many generations who won’t have to follow the road to the rumbling guns—though there are worse roads to follow.

This is for the two of them, and for all of our absent comrades-in-arms who have gone across the river.

We sleep safe in our beds because rough men stand ready in the night to visit violence on those who would do us harm.

—George Orwell

“Virtute et Valore”
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Authors note

The data contained in the tables presented in the text were drawn from a number of sources, including Adye’s Bombardier and Pocket Gunner, Tousard’s The American Artillerist’s Companion, Smola’s Handbuch für Offizieren, and Fave’s The Emperor Napoleons New System of Field Artillery.

K.F.K.


Points of Interest


	Artillery has a language all its own, developed from the time of the first soldiers who manned a crew-served missile weapon, the “traditional brotherhood of Stone Hurlers, Archers, catapulteers, Rocketeers, and gunners.”1 Generally speaking, the terms used in this volume are in English as they are used today; terms and definitions of the period, however, are in that vernacular. Russian and German artillery terms, when relevant, have been translated. French artillery terms have sometimes retained the original language, to be more colorful. Interestingly, many French artillery terms, such as “sabot,” are the same in English.

	Napoleon Bonaparte, French artilleryman and general officer; First Consul and later Emperor of the French has been termed “Napoleon” throughout the text. Properly, though, he is either Napoleon Bonaparte, General Bonaparte, or just Bonaparte, until December 1804, when he was crowned Emperor of the French by his own hand in Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris. Subsequent to that event, he was known simply as Napoleon, or to his soldiers as “l’Empereur.”

	French company-sized artillery units have been termed “companies,” as they were in the Grande Armée. British equivalents have either been termed “brigades” for foot artillery or “troops” for horse artillery, unless the general term “battery” is used, which was in use at the time in the British Army. Russian, Prussian, and Austrian equivalent units have been termed “batteries,” as that was the common nomenclature for them at the time. The United States Army used the term “company” instead of battery during the period.

	Throughout the text, guns have been referred to as “the piece” for single guns and howitzers, and “pieces” for multiple weapons. It is a recurring term in the manuals in English of the period and is still accurate today. The term “gun tube” has been used when referring to the tube by itself, without the carriage, or when mounted on the carriage when the reference is merely to the gun tube itself.

	Finally, in the use of quotations throughout the text and in the appendices, period spelling and capitalization has sometimes been changed to a more modern equivalent for ease of reading and understanding. The old penchant for long sentences broken up by a semicolons instead of using periods has been retained.



NOTE

1.From the induction ceremony for the Order of St Barbara as awarded by the United States Army and Marine Corps, usually, but not always, celebrated on or near St Barbara’s feast day on 4 December each year.


Today, across our Fathers’ graves,

The astonished years reveal
 The remnant of that desperate host 
Which cleansed our East with steel

Hail and Farewell! We greet you here,

With tears that none will scorn-
 O Keepers of the House of old,

Or ever we were born

One service more we dare to ask- 
Pray for us, heroes, pray,

That when Fate lays on us our task 
We do not shame the Day!

—Rudyard Kipling, The Veterans

